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3) A bus, a train, a cab, and no car
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One of the things I love about
Singapore is that you can get any-
where on public transit. Granted,
it’s a pretty small place. But there
1s a conscious effort by policy
makers to put every neighbor-
hood within reach of a train line
or a bus route.

People who can afford it —
well-off Singaporeans and rich
expats — generally own cars.
But they pay through the nose,
and it’s a lot of hassle to own
a car.

“You’re lucky,” says my friend
Paul, who owns a fancy Lexus.
“You don’t have to worry about
car payments and parking and
upkeep.”

Paul doesn’t really need a car,
either. Car ownership is a status
symbol — a nice thing to have,
but not a necessity.

For me, it’s a status symbol
not to own one.

When urban planners talk
about cities of the future, they
frequently point to Singapore
and its transportation system.

Getting around is a major
quality of life issue and a chal-
lenge for any densely populated
place, and Singapore wins high
praise for leading the way in
thinking about how to efficiently
move people from their homes
to their jobs, schools and other
daily destinations.

The island nation purposely
makes owning a car prohibitively
expensive. The eye-popping costs
of owning a car (and driving it,
and parkingit, and all of the rules
that come with the privilege) are
enough to make all but the truly
wealthy think twice about per-
sonal car ownership.
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Singapore is smart enough to
give its people an alternative: an
amazing mass transit system. The
network of clean and inexpensive
subways and buses reaches virtu-
ally everywhere on the island.

By 2030, Singapore plans to
have 80 percent of all homes
within 10 minutes’ walk of a train
station. That’s pretty impressive.
I’ve lived in other cities with great
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public transit — I've always been
impressed with Tokyo’s rail and
subway system — but you gener-
ally need a car or a taxi to get
to some of the far reaches of
those cities.

And then there’s the orderli-
ness. Lines on subway platforms
in Singapore denote where to
stand, allowing passengers to
alight before others enter a train.
When conditions are crowded,
people dutifully line up and wait
their turn to get on board. Pas-
sengers must refrain from eating
or drinking, and treat their fellow
passengers with respect.

Wait times are generally short.
You barely have time to regret
missing one train or bus when
another comes along.

I live in the suburbs — outside
of Singapore’s Central Business
District — and I rely on mass
transit to get around.

I prefer taking the subway, be-
cause it’s guaranteed to be fast.
Buses are slowed down when the
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roads are slow with traffic. Sin-
gapore’s traffic would be far
worse if everyone owned a car.

When 1 feel like splurging, I'll
take a cab. Taxis are cheap by
international standards, and I
love talking with the drivers. I
ask them all sorts of questions.

“Uncle,” T'll say (that’s how
middle-aged and elderly men are
referred to in Singapore), “what’s
your favorite place for makan?”

Makan means “food” or “eat-
ing” in Malay — and taxi driv-
ers always have an opinion on
that.

Tom Benner is a freelance journalist who moved to Singapore from Boston, U.S., in
the fall of 2012. His recent journalism has appeared in Al Jazeera English, Global

Post and Nikkei Asian Review.
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X He eats spaghetti by a spoon.

When you use an object as a tool to do something, the proper
preposition (FT&E#d) is usually “with.” “By” is only used in this
meaning in a few cases, and in such cases it is always used with-
out “a”: “by hand,” “by train,” etc.

O He eats spaghetti with a spoon.
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made this mistake?

Visit http://www.machigai.com
for podcast, online quiz, and more!



