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“We do it,  frankly, not because it’s particu-
larly fiscally prudent, but because it’s popular.” 

That’s Gov. Deval Patrick explaining what has 
become the annual sales tax holiday, this year ’s 
scheduled for the weekend of Aug. 13-14.

In other words: it makes no real sense, but a lot of 
people are fooled into thinking it’s a good idea, so 
let’s do it again.

This is what happens when our elected lead-
ers think they have to tell us what we want to hear, 
instead of what we need to hear.

The governor and the Legislature just recently 
put the finishing touches on a state budget that 
forces deep spending cuts to close a $1.9 billion gap 
between revenues and expenses. That means cuts to 
programs that help low-income children, including 
a clothing allowance for poor children from $150 to 
$40, and cuts to public higher education, so college 
students get to pay more in tuition.

Suspending the 6.25 percent state sales tax for a 
summer weekend on items that cost up to $2,500 
means around $20 million to $25 million in lost state 
revenues, money that could be used to keep cops on 
the street, teachers in the classroom, and prevent the 
Red Line from breaking down on an all-too-frequent 

basis. All so that consumers can put off purchasing 
big-ticket items that they would have bought any-
way , and retailers can suspend store discounts for 
those two days and jack prices up, knowing it will 
be a high-turnout weekend.

As a matter of tax fairness, the sales tax holiday is 
a bigger benefit to those with the disposable income 
to burn. A more forward-thinking tax policy would 
consider ways to help low-income taxpayers, who 
pay a higher share of their income on the sales tax 
than high-income earners.

Even the Tax Foundation, a conservative think 
tank that is critical of taxes in general, knocks 
the concept of the sales tax holiday as a gimmick 
that that does not promote economic growth. 
Understanding that is not a matter of a liberal or 
conservative perspective, it’s a matter of not being 
fooled into thinking our politicians are doing us a 
favor when they manipulate our shopping sched-
ules from one weekend to another.

More forward-thinking legislators would be 
working on the inevitable elimination of the year-
round sales tax holiday enjoyed by Internet mer-
chants such as Amazon.com, at the expense of brick-
and-mortar stores that are located and contribute to 
the tax base right here in Massachusetts.

Editorial: The Feel-good Sales Tax Holiday
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Aaron James
Spare Change News

The night’s air 
was frigid.  He had 
been at college only 
a week.  Even if it 
were a two-year 
junior college, it was 
in some respects a 
defeat to be there 
in and of itself for 

the young boy.  He had fought through 
many battles with depression and drug 
abuse during high school; the mere fact 
that he was enrolled at any educational 
institution could only be described as 
the miraculous will of God.

The young boy loved drinking and 
marijuana.  Sure, an occasional night 
out with cocaine and do-nothing week-
ends with LSD were still a part of life, 
but only alcohol and smoking was daily.  
He had come leaps and bounds since 
his freshmen days in high school when 
anything and everything was tried 
daily.  His drug of choice, ecstasy, had 
not been used in years.  With his drug 
of choice conquered, he viewed his bat-
tle with drugs over.  His addiction was 
under control.

The college was a dry campus, in that 
no alcohol was allowed in the dorms 
regardless of age.  He was only 19 at 
the time.  A classmate of his got a hold 
of a fake ID.  It is college, after all, and 
drinking goes with the territory.   With 
four other newly found friends the 
young boy left campus that night to get 
alcohol and smoke some herbs.  It was 
too dangerous to smoke on campus.  A 
ride to the store seemed like a logically 
good time to smoke.

He was still on probation from an 
incident in high school a few months 
back.  As common with most minor 
marijuana possession charges, the 
case was continued for six months.  As 
they drove off campus that fateful eve-
ning he had just a month left until the 
high school charges would have been 
dropped.

He packed his pipe as the car headed 
to the liquor store.  Pulling into the park-
ing lot they all pointed out there was a 
state cop.  They decided to play it cool.  
The young boy grasped tightly in his 
pocket his pipe packed with marijua-
na.  He tried to think positive thoughts.  
Suddenly, a ride off campus to smoke 
illegal drugs and to buy alcohol illegally 
did not seem like the best idea.  It was 
too late as the kid was in the store and 

the pot in his and only his pocket.  No 
one else had anything illegal.

The new friend walked out of the 
store and placed liquor in the trunk -- 
a lot of it!  They pulled out.  At first no 
one dare mention the fact that the state 
trooper followed them.  Then it was 
mentioned.  Then the sirens flew on.

The officer searched the kids and the 
car, and found the young boy’s pipe and 
marijuana -- the officer was one citation 
closer to his quota for the month.  He 
had the kids pour out the alcohol on the 
side of the road.  Looking the young boy 
squarely in his still sober eyes the offi-
cer said, “I am going to let the alcohol 
offense go.  However, we have a zero 
tolerance for drugs, and I will need to 
summon you to court for a class D pos-
session charge.”

While he did not officially arrest the 
young boy, in terms of everything else 
it did not really matter.  He was going 
back to court. He violated his continu-
ance.  A defiant young man instantly 
turned puzzled.  Did he hear right?  Did 
the officer just signal that alcohol was 
not a drug?  Purchasing alcohol with a 
fake identification in Massachusetts is a 
felony charge, while minor possession is 
a misdemeanor.  The greater charge was 
let go because it was not “drug” related.  
Can you make sense of that one? 

Nothing was easy from there on out.  
The young boy had to go into Boston 
three times a week to be drug tested for 
the next year.  He had to do 100 hours of 
community service and also meet with 
his probation officer once a month.  And 
then of course the school work had to be 
juggled with lady justice’s obligations.

The young boy would go onto spend 
over $300 on transportation, several 
thousands on his lawyer, and of course 
probation and court fees.  In total, not 
only did he lose focus on his classes, he 
now had to come up with more money 
just to stay in school and out of jail.  
And while there was an underlying 
issue with the drinking and other drug 
use, everything court-related had to do 
solely with marijuana.  No charges for 
cocaine, DUI’s, or anything of that mat-
ter.  Just marijuana.

That young boy was me, and I am 
proud to say that I graduated Dean 
College with my class on time.  I did 
my community service.  I took the drug 
tests three times a week and passed 
them (a mix between using masking 
products and actually quitting for peri-
ods of time during the year).  I was on 
time for every meeting with my proba-

tion officer.  When the year was up I still 
smoked marijuana and my drinking 
had grown to an uncontrollable level.  
No court ever led me to stop drinking.  
That choice had to be made and even-
tually was made, on my own time, with 
my own plan worked out with my own 
doctors. 

This injustice has got to stop.  Another 
young boy just like me is going through 
a similar situation today.  Is this what 
we have to offer our fellow pot-smoking 
college students?  Nothing but harass-
ment from our so-called justice system?  
Is it no longer about grades?  Is a 3.0 
really meaningless in college if the stu-
dent smoked marijuana while accom-
plishing this?  On top of the injustice I 
am talking about, it comes with a pric-
etag for both the individual, the nation, 
and you.  We are funding this injustice.  
Instead of prosecuting decent folks like 
myself and throwing us into the crimi-
nal justice system, we can start putting 
money back into our economy.

Over the last several weeks, Congress 
had been bickering back and forth about 
raising our debt ceiling.  Republicans 
want to slash government programs.  
Democrats would like to close tax loop 
holes and create new income through 
tax hikes on the wealthy.  Finally, they 
came to an agreement just before the 
August 4th deadline.  As I watched 
the debate, I just shook my head.  Not 
because I was disgusted with them, like 
most Americans are, for them not reach-
ing a compromise sooner.  I understand 
the political ideologies on both sides of 
the debate.  I was disgusted because a 
legislative solution, already introduced, 
sits there in Congress and not even the 

authors of the legislation spoke out 
about this as a possible solution.   

Rep. Barney Frank’s marijuana bill 
is dead on its track.  As of August 2nd, 
The Marijuana Prohibition Act of 2011 
is still awaiting a hearing assignment.  
According to our great eyes and ears 
for the movement (NORML, National 
Organization to Reform Marijuana 
Laws), those in Congress “seem con-
tent to bury their heads in the sand 
and ignore the will of the people on 
this issue, while simultaneously stone-
walling the democratic process (www.
norml.com).”

Many analyses  d i ffer  on  how 
much revenue marijuana legaliza-
tion could bring in for the federal 
government and since we have never 
legalized before, these are only theo-
ries.  A Businessweek article read, 
“(Legalization of marijuana nationally) 
could raise $40 billion to $100 billion 
in new revenue. Not chump change. 
Government would simply be transfer-
ring revenue from organized crime to 
the public purse.” 

I challenge that $40 billion num-
ber and argue $100 billion is a modest 
estimate.  The point here is even this 
established journal published an arti-
cle agreeing at least that my “modest” 
estimate could very well be possible. 
(www.businessweek.com/debate-
room/archives/2010/03/legalize_mar-
iju.html)

Keep in mind that NORML estimates 
on top of not bringing in marijuana 
revenue, we instead choose to spend 
upwards of $10 billion a year on simply 
prosecuting marijuana crimes.  This is 

Up In Smoke
Marijuana Prohibition Costs Billions

JAMES continued on page 7
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Liam Cunningham
Spare Change News

Like many of Spare Change’s ven-
dors, Mark Montgomery has faced his 
fair share of adversity. When I spoke 
with Mark, he exuded a warm, positive 
attitude and was optimistic about the 
future, despite these hardships.

Mark just joined the Spare Change 
vendor team three weeks ago after 
being aware of the organization for a 
long time. A retired chef, Mark was get-
ting by doing odd jobs here and there 
prior to coming to Spare Change. He 
describes himself as being “homeless 
with a home,” explaining that he has 
not yet adjusted to life off of the streets. 

Having spent extensive periods of 
time living on the streets, Mark has long 
been aware of Spare Change newspa-
per, seeing vendors distribute the paper 
throughout Boston. For a long time, he 
never envisioned himself becoming a 
vendor. “I saw the vendors out in the 
street, and I just thought to myself, I 
could never do that,” said Mark. 

But after speaking with James 
Shearer, founder of Spare Change, and 
Chris Mesfin, a friend who has been 
involved with Spare Change for 19 
years, Mark Montgomery slowly came 
around and warmed to the organiza-
tion. 

“I know James, and he just kept talk-
ing to me about Spare Change when we 
were on the train together. He brought 
me around slowly. My friend Chris 
Mesfin, too, really broke it down, put 
the message to me, in a way that made 
me think differently about it,” said 

Mark, during our conversation in the 
Spare Change office.

For Mark, working as a vendor for 
Spare Change isn’t just a means for 
financial stability, but is also a meth-
od of bolstering his self-esteem and 
empowering himself after spending so 
many difficult months and years on the 
street.

“Working for Spare Change, it real-
ly helps your self esteem. Getting out 

there, you know, it’s a real job. I wake 
up in the morning and I just feel good, I 
pop right out of bed! I feel like I’m going 
to work on Wall Street (laughing).” 

While he states that sales have been 
slow for him so far, Mark maintains an 
optimistic attitude for the future and 
clearly has a solid grasp of what it takes 
to be a successful Spare Change vendor.

“It’s really just about being humble 
and giving back. To be a true vendor, 

you have to be honest with the public 
when you’re out there. You promote the 
paper, and the paper will promote you. 
Things have started slowly for me, but 
that’s OK. You just have to take your 
time and be honest,” said Mark.

As a vendor, Mark also brings a 
unique element to his sales method. If 
you are walking through Boston and 
hear a vendor belting out a friendly 
tune, you may find yourself in Mark’s 
spot of choice for that particular day.

“I have some talents that I use when 
I’m out there. I come from a singing 
background, so occasionally when I’m 
out there I’ll pop out a song. Just trying 
to be a little entertaining.” 

Mark Montgomery is a person who 
has overcome many obstacles in his life, 
but maintains an incredibly optimistic 
personality and is truly a warm pres-
ence. He exudes an attitude of unwav-
ering optimism and positivity, structur-
ing a mindset that should lead him to 
a successful career as a Spare Change 
vendor. 

Just three weeks into his life as a ven-
dor, Mark is still experimenting with 
finding his sweet spot for selling news-
papers. So far he has spent most of his 
time in Central Square and Harvard 
Square, but has also been trying out 
neighborhoods in Malden and Everett, 
where there are fewer vendors. When 
you’re out on the street, look for Mark, 
with a smile on his face, quite possibly 
singing a tune. 

LIAM CUNNINGHAM writes for Spare 
Change News.

Spare Change Vendor of the Week: 
Mark Montgomery

Rick Borovoy
Spare Change News

I want to share my story of getting 
to know Jim Harrison, even though his 
story is a lot more interesting.  At first, 
I’m sure we hurried past Jim many 
times in the mad dash to drop my kids 
off at school before the bell rang, and 
they literally locked the front door.   He 
was always stationed on Clarendon 
Street at the entrance to the Mass Pike -- 
not far from Back Bay Station -- right on 
our daily path.  He didn’t announce his 

presence like some other 
Spare Change vendors, 
but he was a big guy, and 
he had a warmth about 
him that called out to 
you.  

Pretty soon, when we 
got a little better control 
of our morning schedule, 
we started to stop so my 
6-year-old daughter could 
buy a paper.  We’d talk a 
bit -- really a bit.  I wish I 

could say we talked 
more, but he wasn’t 
the easiest person 
to understand. I’m 
a little deaf, and 
when we spoke, it 
was always on a 
busy street corner.  

Mostly, he’d let 
us know whether 
the paper was new, 
or,  i f  i t  was old, 
he’d explain why 

he didn’t yet have the latest issue.
This  would always come with 

a  s l i g h t l y  f r u s t r a t e d - s o u n d i n g 
laugh.  Sometimes my son and I would 
debate exactly what he said when we 
continued on our way, but I got the 
gist.  I was dropping my kids off and 
he was selling papers, but I related to 
him as someone who was, every day, 
gamely meeting his responsibilities in 
the face of what could seem like end-
less obstacles.  

In Memoriam: SCN Vendor Jim Harrison

BOROVOY continued on page 7
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Liam Cunningham
Spare Change News

A positive redevelopment project? 
Or a textbook case of harmful gentrifi-
cation? 

This is the central question driving 
a debate in Somerville that has created 
a stark division of opinion between 
residents, community organizers, 
politicians, attorneys, and landown-
ers involved with the issue. The issue 
revolves around a proposed renova-
tion project to properties on Somerville 
Avenue, by Union Square. 

The proposed project will feature 30 
new condos and four retail units at 378-
390 Somerville Avenue. This property 
currently consists of four units that total 
18,400 square feet. There is a three-story 

building that contains three commercial 
spaces (including a workshop and gro-
cery store) on the ground floor, and four 
residential units above. There is also a 2 
½ story 8-unit house, a 2 ½ story 3-unit 
house, and a parking lot in the rear. 

The majority of the residences in the 
building are rental units for primarily 
low-income citizens. The project has gen-
erated controversy, as many of these ten-
ants will be priced out of their residenc-
es by the new, upscale condominiums 
being put in and then possibly be left 
homeless. This has caused many angry 
Somerville citizens to label the project a 
case of gentrification that threatens the 
livelihoods of poorer citizens.

Gentrification is a term that refers 

CUNNINGHAM continued on page 14

Adam Sennott
Spare Change News

Two of Boston’s leading homeless 
shelters announced this month they are 
considering a merger that they believe 
could allow them to have a greater 
impact in Boston’s fight to end home-
lessness.

Pine Street Inn, New England’s larg-
est homeless shelter, and hopeFound, 
formerly known as Friends of the 
Shattuck Shelter, announced they are 
moving forward with talks about a pos-
sible merger. 

According to Mary Nee, executive 
director of hopeFound, the boards of 
directors for both hopeFound and Pine 
Street Inn recently gave approval to 
continue exploring the benefits of a 
potential merger. Nee also stressed the 
talks were focused around strengthen-
ing services and are not being looked at 
for cost-saving reasons.

According to Nee, hopeFound ini-
tially approached Pine Street Inn about 
a potential merger because Pine Street 
offered many of the services hopeFound 
had been looking to expand upon, such 
as housing and job training.

“hopeFound began the conversa-
tions,” Nee said. “It began because we 
were doing strategic planning for the 
future, and we were thinking about what 
were the kinds of critical services we 
needed to help us advance our mission of 
ending homelessness. When we looked 

at what we offered and what we needed; 
the needs that came about were access to 
more housing and really, job training.

“We asked ourselves the question, 
do we as an agency grow these service; 
begin to build housing, manage hous-
ing, develop job training programs or 
would we be better served partner-
ing with another organization? It was 
really through that thought process that 
we look in our field and saw that Pine 
Street was an agency who we served the 
same populations, we share missions 
and philosophies around ending home-
lessness and moving people to housing 
and we found that we had a number of 
very complementary programs.”

One set of programs in particular that 
complemented each other were Pine 
Street Inn’s job training program and 
hopeFound’s job placement program. 

“Pine Street has a very strong job 
training program and hopeFound has a 
very strong job placement program, and 
so by aligning those two we hope that 
we could be even better able to serve,” 
said Jennifer Harris, a spokesperson for 
Pine Street Inn. “This year we had near-
ly 100 people graduate from our three 
job training programs.”

Added Nee, “We have a large addic-
tion treatment program, that’s not some-
thing that they’re significant in, we do a 
lot of job placement, but they do a lot of 
job training, and obviously they are one 
of the largest managers and developers 
of affordable housing for homeless indi-

viduals and that is a marvelous resource 
that we would like to have available to 
the people we serve.” 

According to Nee, both Pine Street 
Inn and hopeFound had already estab-
lished a working relationship with one 
another before talks of a merger even 
commenced. Because of this relation-
ship it made broaching the subject of a 
potential merger that much easier.

 “Both agencies have a great deal 
of respect for one another and for our 
work, so that made it easy,” Nee said.

Although cuts to public funding 
could affect service providers across 
the state, Nee stressed that the potential 
merger had more to do with strengthen-
ing programs and services that help the 
homeless then dealing with potential 
cuts in funding.

“We did not begin these discussions 

because we we’re trying to have cost 
savings. This was not about let’s be more 
efficient,” said Nee. “These discussions 
were all about, let’s have more impact.”

Nee also said that the discussion with 
Pine Street Inn would continue over the 
next three months.

“We began a conversation to say does 
this make sense, and at a very high level, 
our boards, think that there’s a lot of 
potential. So, what we’ve decided to do 
is to really have a more public discus-
sion with our staff, our funders and our 
clients and really examine what would it 
take, would be the obstacles, what would 
be the benefits of coming together, and 
that’s what we said we’re going to do 
over the next three or four months.”

ADAM SENNOTT is former editor of 
Spare Change News.

Pine Street Inn, hopeFound Explore Merger

Disunion in Union Square: 
Controversy Heats up Somerville Neighborhood 
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Tom Benner
Spare Change News

Third in a three-part series.

Lt. Gov. Tim Murray chairs Governor 
Deval Patrick’s Interagency Council on 
Housing and Homelessness and once 
worked as a housing advocate at a non-prof-
it agency in Framingham. Murray sat down 
with Spare Change News recently at his 
State House office to discuss HomeBase, the 
state’s new program that seeks to shift the 
focus of homeless policy from a shelter-based 
model to a Housing First model. Following 
is an edited transcript of the interview.

Spare Change News: Tell us about the new 
HomeBase program and how it evolved.

Tim Murray: Really, it’s building 
upon the pilot (programs) that we uti-
lized and had a chance to work on with 
the state Flex Funds and then the fed-
eral HPRP (Homelessness Prevention 
and Rapid Re-housing Program). I 
think, very simply, it’s about tailoring 
solutions that meet individual families’ 
needs and having the flexibility within 
the regs and the funding to do that. We 
think by having that flexibility we can 
more rapidly re-house families and do 
it in a way that’s more dignified and at 
the same time more cost effective.

SCN: An executive order in 2007 called for 
a plan to end homelessness by 2013 using a 
Housing First strategy. How has that been 
going?

TM: The Legislature in 2006 created 
a homelessness commission, which 
was to begin its work in 2007. That was 
chaired by Tina Brooks, our undersecre-
tary of housing, and (state Rep.) Byron 
Rushing. Really it brought together a 
very diverse array of stakeholders who 
worked in and around the issues of 
housing and homelessness, in all differ-
ent sectors, with very different thoughts 
and opinions as to the way the system 
is working or not working. After a year, 
that very diverse group, which often-
times found itself vigorously debating 
different things, ultimately reached a 
consensus that the state should move to 
a Housing First model. 

What that means is a couple things. 
Number one, to try to create a better 
system-wide approach – not just gov-
ernmental entities, but also our con-
tract providers, non-profits, faith-based 
people, working in and around issues 
of housing and homelessless, housing 
authorities. How do we create a uni-

form assessment tool that raises a red 
flag when families and individuals are 
at risk of losing their current housing, 
and how do we try to keep them in that 
housing, and stabilize them there, and 
prevent them from becoming home-
less? And in situations where they do 
become homeless, how do you rapidly 
re-house them rather than languishing 
in a hotel/motel for six, nine months or 
a year, how do you prevent them from 
having to enter the congregate shelter? 
The idea is, with this flexibility, if they 
have to go into a hotel/motel for a short 
period, get them into stable housing, 
then provide the wrap-around services 
that family may or may not need, or 
individual may or may not need. That’s 
really the focus, because … it’s hard 
for an individual or family to devote 

the time, effort and energy to move 
toward a path of self-sufficiency. And 
that might mean going back to school, 
getting some job training skills, it could 
be health issues – when you’re living 
in a hotel/motel. It’s hard to begin that 
track toward self-sufficiency or a stabi-
lizing situation when you’re in a hotel/
motel. That’s what the goal is here, and 
through our experience with the federal 
HPRP and state Flex Funds, we were 
able to rapidly re-house and give them 
that shallow subsidy that could allow 
them to stay for a year or two years to 
get them some stability, to get those 
skills sets to maybe rectify a situation 
that caused them to become homeless, 
and you do it in a much more dignified 
and cost-efficient way. The hotel/motel, 
you’re talking $3,000 a month, whereas 

a shallow subsidy and maybe some of 
the assistance could be $1,000.

SCN: Gov. Patrick’s original plan for 
HomeBase called for narrowing shelter eli-
gibility to three narrow categories -- those 
who are homeless due to domestic violence, 
emergencies including fires or other natural 
disasters, and those whose head of household 
is 21 years or younger. That met with some 
resistance among some homeless advocates 
and in the Legislature, who fought for and 
won changes in the bill.

TM: You can’t bring systemic change 
unless you get everybody focused and 
reinforce that . … Anyone that is home-
less is going to be taken care of. If their 
situation is domestic violence, if some-
one is evicted, if there are health and 
code issues, if there are safety issues, 
they’re going to have absolute right to a 
hotel/motel or a shelter if that’s what’s 
needed. But what we want to do is try to 
galvanize the system to focus on rapid 
re-housing, so that is the first objective 
and goal, where there is not those situa-
tions, those categories you described. 

You use the word narrow, but we 
think …  Look, if domestic violence, 
health and code issues, public safety 
issues, if you can’t rapidly re-house … 
anybody is not going to be denied. But 
part of that uniform assessment tool 
and that kind of questioning is, do you 
have the ability to stay where you’re 
at, and if it’s not a safety issue or what-
ever, we’ll work with you to stay there 
for the next week or two while we find 
you an apartment with the HomeBase 
program. Is that hotel/motel placement 
absolutely necessary? If it is, then it’s 
going to be there. But the idea is to try 
to make the focus, the priority on uti-
lizing the HomeBase. But let’s be clear, 
if somebody is in any of those types of 
situations, they are going to have access 
to a hotel/motel or, hopefully once we 
clear the hotel/motels, a congregate 
shelter, and then we’ve also added the 
program for young families, a special-
ized, more intense support program for 
young families who might find them-
selves to be homeless.

SCN: Did the changes made by legislators 
to HomeBASE water it down?

TM: We have worked in I think an 
unprecedented way in giving advo-
cates and people who have worked in 
and around these fields over the years 
unprecedented access and opportu-
nities to shape and scope this. I think 
that’s why for the most part we’ve been 

State’s New Homeless Policy
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successful and started moving EA from 
DTA over to DHCD. We’ve gone the 
extra mile, but at some point, we need to 
make sure that all of our partners know 
what the focus and the goal is, and that 
mostly everybody embraced. I’d say 
95 percent embraced the HomeBase 
program. Yes there have been some 
concerns and tweaks and changes, and 
we’ve made many of them, but at some 
point you’ve got to make the call and 
give the direction. 

As an example, there could be some-
body coming into a DTA facility and 
working with a DHCD worker or work-
ing our regional networks and saying 
look, I’ve got to be out, I’m doubled 
up, we’ve got to be out. And so then 
the caseworker saying, ok, if we can 
find you a place in two weeks, an apart-
ment, can we talk to the person you’re 
doubled up with and say, look, now we 
have a caseworker, we’re going to com-
mit to try to find them an apartment 
in the couple two weeks, that being 
said, could they stay there another two 
weeks? That prevents that whole family 
from having to relocate to a shelter for a 
couple of weeks, the cost and expense, 
but it’s just giving that flexibility and 
being able to ask those questions. Now, 
if someone’s double up and there is 
domestic violence or threats of violence, 
then that’s not an option, then they go 
into a hotel/motel or a shelter.  

SCN: If shelter access is being limited and 
more people are moved from shelters to 
housing, do you worry that people are going 
to be in housing but not have access to stabi-
lization services?

TM: I’m not sure I agree with your 
premise that we’re limiting shelter 
access, we’ve providing shelter in a dif-
ferent form, in the form of an apartment 

with the services. Now your question 
about the stabilization piece is a fair 
one, and one we’ve heard, and we know 
that we need to make sure we’re work-
ing with all of our partners to have and 
strengthen and look at best practices in 
and around the issue of stabilization so 
that we are getting governmental enti-
ties, the contract providers, non-profits, 
to bring the resources to bear, to help 
that stabilization process.

HomeBase has the ability to last for 
several years in terms of providing 
some assistance from start to finish. So 
how do we bring the resources to bear 
to help? Maybe it’s working with them 
to get a day care budget that provides 
that level of economic security.  Maybe 
it’s a year’s worth of academic training 
to get that degree or that GED or that 
certificate in a particular occupational 
field. So it’s doing that uniform assess-
ment, what are the family’s strengths, 
what are their needs, what are their 
challenges, how do we get them to the 
next level economically and work with 
them to do that.  

Having done this work for a couple 
of years in my previous life, it’s preven-
tion, stabilization, it’s building those 
supports, and we’re going to use our 
regional networks that have been very 
successful for the most part as a way 
to help us bring additional resources 
to bear and expertise that can support 
these efforts in every region of the state. 
We know that’s going to be critical for 
the success of this.

SCN: It’s projected that each HomeBASE 
caseworker will have a caseload of up to 60 
cases. Is that a lot? 

TM: We’re kind of in that range. 
But as we look at how do we continue 
to engage our regional networks and 

partners to bring additional resources 
to bear, to help in that effort, we know 
that’s an area that we’re going to contin-
ue to work on and potentially shore up.  
We want to start and focus on this in a 
meaningful way … that’s the central 
rallying point, the new charge to our 
regional networks, is going to be around 
the issue of stabilization. So we’re going 
to bring new resources to bear, and 
expertise and organization strengths 
that exist, to help in that effort.

I go back to that uniform assessment 
tool. What is an individual’s family’s 
strength? A certain percentage … it’s 
the first and only time they’ve gotten 
themselves into this situation, and with 
some quick financial assistance, or some 
direction or support to address a crisis 
that has erupted, they’re back on their 
way and need less intensive services. 
There are others who through our uni-
form assessment tool and engagement 
with the family you might learn this is 
their second or third time in the last 10 
or 15 years that they’ve been involved. 
So they’re going to need much more 
intensive support, involvement and 
interaction. And so then a caseworker 
says how do I build a team with the 
regional network, with our partners, 
to help do that work around that fam-
ily. There’s an element of triage in the 
work that anyone is doing in govern-
ment, the non-profit world right now. 
We have spent a lot time, effort, energy 
and money to build these networks … 
so that particular caseworker in that 
region can pick up the phone to differ-
ent agencies to say how do I build those 
supports to make that family or indi-
vidual successful. 

SCN: With today’s labor market, are you 
worried some families will not be able 

to maintain housing on their own once 
HomeBase assistance runs out?

TM: No one’s going to bat 1000. If we 
can use the time well, bring the supports 
to bear, you’re going to get a majority 
of these families and individuals on a 
pathway to self-sufficiency. Hopefully, 
in most cases, it is going to work that 
way. For others, it might be providing 
public housing or some other type of 
affordable housing through some of the 
private affordable (agencies). It could 
be any combination of things, with the 
priority being in and around issues of 
work and self-sufficiency.

The one thing that’s interesting from 
my broader experience as lieutenant 
governor, even in the last two years, 
two and a half years that we’ve gone 
through this great recession, the worse 
economic downturn since the Great 
Depression, there’s not a lack a jobs out 
there, when you talk to employers large 
and small, it’s a skills gap. Not every 
one of the jobs out there requires a doc-
torate or a college degree, in many cases 
it’s an associate’s degree, it could be 
an industry recognized credential. We 
were at Metropolitan Boston Housing 
Authority, and there were two or three 
women who had been able to gain work 
through industry recognized certifi-
cate programs. During this process, six, 
nine months, they were able to get skills 
training to tie into the health care indus-
try. How do you get that toehold into 
the middle class, and those are the types 
of things that we want to link up. 

TOM BENNER is editor of Spare Change 
News. Email hime at 
editor@sparechangenews.net

I’m sure Spare Change readers are 
often guilty of overly identifying with 
Spare Change vendors.  Jim had big-
ger problems than I did.   However, all 
I can say is that seeing Jim doing his job 
in the same spot every day with humor 
and professionalism made him become 
an important fixture on my commute.  I 
looked forward to that brief connection 
every day.

I had a big “aha” moment one day 
when we were walking toward Jim, and 
I happened to observe another family 
talking to him and buying a paper.  Of 
course, my first reaction was to feel a 
little less special, but I came around to 
realizing it made Jim more special:  he 
was an anchoring presence in our 
neighborhood for a lot people, not just 
my family.  

As I said at the beginning, his is 

an interesting story.  Later, he told 
me he had been a professional boxer, 
and had boxed at the Wonderland 
Ballroom.  This gave us something else 
to talk about -- we briefly discussed 
Micky Ward after I saw the movie “The 
Fighter.”  Jim knew him.  But mostly 
we still chuckled about the outside-the-
ring, day-to-day challenges of his pick-
ing up the most recent issue of Spare 
Change.

I’m sad to be facing the start of school 
knowing Jim won’t be on his corner to 
greet us.   Maybe another Spare Change 
vendor will take that spot -- I think it 
was a good one -- and maybe, over time, 
he’ll become a valued neighbor like Jim 
was.  Until then, I hope it will remind 
me of what Jim knew: that laughter is 
the appropriate punctuation for the sto-
ries of our daily trials and frustrations.  

BOROVOY continued from page 4

our money, folks.
When you take out the military cuts in 

spending from the bill that finally passed 
Congress, they effectively cut from our 
national budget roughly $1 trillion over 
the next 10 years, which is exactly the 
amount of revenue (a hundred billion a 
year) I argue, we can expect from mari-
juana legalization.  In essence, instead of 
making any cuts to key social services, 
we could have reformed our criminal 
justice system while at the time create 
more income for our nation.  How come 
the pro-legalization crowd in Congress 
failed to raise this point?  Why not stop 
arresting decent moral people, provide 
us a substance that despite best efforts 
will never go away, and create jobs and 
revenues without new taxes or cutting 
programs?

Sometimes the best solution only 

comes from acknowledgement of mak-
ing a past mistake.  Social Security was 
not a mistake even though Republicans 
at the time were sure it would lead to 
a national crisis.  Here we are today 
when most Republicans are content 
bending over backwards to support the 
program.  I implore Congress to stop 
being stubborn in regards to marijuana.  
Prohibition has been a failure as much 
as Social Security has been a success.

Often lost in this debate is that legal-
ization will not only benefit marijuana 
users rather every single American, all 
of us.  It will create jobs, more national 
revenues, and keep folks like myself 
in and focused on school.  All of this is 
critical for a stronger economy.  We can 
do this as a nation.  It is our country, 
my country, your country.

 
AARON JAMES is writer/vendor for 
Spare Change News.

JAMES continued from page 3
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Every Thursday
Squawk Coffeehouse, 9 pm
1555 Mass Ave., Cambridge
Open mike for poets and musicians.

Every Saturday
Out of the Blue Gallery, 8 pm
106 Prospect St., Cambridge
$3-5 suggested donation. 
671- 354-5287

Every Sunday
Lizard Lounge Poetry Slam, 7 pm
1667 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
$5. 671- 547-0759

Every Monday
Out of the Blue Gallery, 8 pm
106 Prospect St., Cambridge
$4 suggested donation. 
617-354-5287

Every Wednesday
Boston Poetry Slam, 8 pm
Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass. Ave.,  

     Cambridge
$3. 21+. 617-354-2685 

Second Thursday of Every Month
Tapestry of Voices, 6:30 pm
Borders, 10 School St., Boston
Free. 617-557-7188

Second Tuesday of Every Month
Newton Free Library, 7 pm
330 Homer St. 617-796-1360

Third Saturday of Every Month
Boston Haiku Society meeting, 
2-6 pm
Kaji Aso Studio, 
40 St. Stephen St., Boston
$3. 617-247-1719

Poetry event listings may be  
submitted to  
sceditor@homelessempowerment.org

Poems may be submitted to: Marc D. Goldfinger, 
76 Unity Ave. Belmont MA, 02478  

or email: sparechangepoetry@gmail.com. SCN cannot return poetry  
submissions, and authors will be contacted only if their poems are published.

Gratitude, revisited
Bill Lord

 
“Gratitude,” a played-out word
Implied in every commercial
All supposed to be grateful
New cars, gym memberships
Silly consumerism hidden by marketing.
 
The average Joe stands dumbstruck
Why are you grateful?
Ah, the home team won!
Got a new TV!
Going to LA on vacation!
 
A heart-felt word, grateful
Beyond happy or satisfied
Looking out then looking in
What warms the heart?
Fills the soul with happiness?
 
Both an emotion and response
A viewpoint and attitude 
The antidote to bitterness, anger
Appreciating what I have
Not bemoaning what I don’t.
 
Start with the basics
Alive today to breathe
Aware and able to contribute
My life, real life
See the sun and feel it.
 
I’ve over-dosed five times
At deaths door, knocking
More often than I recall
Up there so high
Dancing with fall down, dead.
 
My gratitude can be simple
Complex and varied too
The intensity of the sun
Light in friends eyes
Warmth of smiles, handshakes, closeness.

The Church Bell
Bill Lord

 
Early in the morning
The sun rose
The birds sang
The faithful all gathered
And the church bell rang.
 
The fathers went to work
The mothers gabbed
Kids liked school
Life seemed so good
And the church bell rang.
 
The mill closed down
Gates got locked
Lives were changed
Some had to leave
And the church bell rang.
 
The bar stayed open
The locals gathered
To hoist drinks
To make hollow promises
And the church bell rang
 
Young couples still married
More babies born
Some were stillborn
The soil was poisoned
And the church bell rang.
 
Then the agencies came
Condemned the town
The townsfolk left
Way in the distance
Another church bell rang.

Renaissance
Bill Lord

A celebration of freedom
Released from bondage of addiction
Pill, bottle, needle, pipe
Clear-eyed and part of life
Again able to choose
 
Endless dirge, lost lovers
Booze and drugs now gone
Like dead best friends
No longer there to numb 
Fear, doubt and insecurity.
 
The drinking problem ceased
Now become a thinking problem
Half full, half empty
Value the new freedom or
Dwell on lost oblivion.
 
Even a light switch
Moot if not flicked on
Curse and rant, darkness
Or stand, be part of
Today in the light.
 
Suffered long and alone
Life ruled by a fool
Got sober to feel better
Put aside past misery
Focus on the upside light.
 
Each new day dawns
Options for the sober mind
Part of the solution
Or part of the problem
I get busy living.

Bill Lord
was born and raised in Fitchburg.
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Over Dinner
Micah Stahl
Spare Change News

“Now at Rosie’s, it’s your standard 
shelter meal. They bring out a clear 
bowl of broth to start and a salad, some-
times with bread, one of the smaller 
salads just to get you started. That’s all 
around 11:30. Then, closer to dinner 
time, the larger meal comes out. That’s 
probably around 6 o’clock or some-
thin’. They got this breaded chicken all 
covered up, real good the way they do 
it, and some salad with a sort of cran-
berry vinaigrette sauce or something 
and this wilted asparagus on the side. 
I don’t care for wilted vegetables so I 
didn’t eat it. Oh ya, that chicken tastes 
great — but I mean, it’s terrible … You 
asking me why? Well, they’re making 
us fat. I mean, seriously, I saw a woman 
go from a size 0 to a size 20 in a matter 
of months. There’s no nutrition in it, in 
the chicken.  They got salad, but it’s the 
kind not everyone likes. And they got 
this chili they serve every day, but if I ate 
that, I’d find myself in the hospital ass-
up with heartburn and a cardiac arrest! 
And now, during the summer, under all 
this heat, I can barely breathe  — even 
at 9 when they shut off the lights for 
bed. And they got us eating pasta nearly 
every night — spaghetti, ziti, shells, lin-
guini and handfuls of those prepack-
aged meatballs. 

“Now Harvard Square Homeless 
is open in winter until April 15th, and 
that place is so convenient. The quiet 
security guards, they stay as late as mid-
night, sometimes 12:15. They under-
stand some of us work nighttime jobs 
like until 7 or 8 PM so their doors are 
open late, not like Nazareth or that one 
on Ames Street. But best of all, they let 
you carry your own food in with you, 
inside a regular-sized backpack like this 
one right here. You fill it up and you’re 
good for like two months. I mean, seri-
ously, what’s better than that?”

***

When Valerie first stepped through 
the door, they both thought some-
thing was wrong. “What is she look-
ing for, directions to the Vineyard?” 
Patsy said as she and Beatrice watched 
on. They noticed the woman’s hand-
woven peach-colored tank top and the 
golden brooch near her left shoulder. 
She brought her rolling suitcase to rest 
against the near wall and questioned a 

young woman with a clipboard who 
promptly directed her towards the food 
line.

No, she was in the right place. She 
was at the Pine St. Inn in August.

 Beatrice and Patsy ate at a fold-
ing table covered in checkerboard plas-
tic. All the good sturdy oak tables were 
full, so they sat apart from the other 
women and across from an empty seat. 
The other girls were perturbed by Patsy 
and Bea, chiefly because of their affinity 
for bickering. Both were autumn babies, 
born a day apart a few years off; both 
were Virgos. “It’s like they were sisters, 
separated at birth or something,” a tem-
porary resident with a weathered ban-
dana had shared earlier that day, “raised 
just to nag at each other until the end of 
time.”

“Bea? Bea … hey, I’m talking to you!” 
Patsy nudged her with a stiff shoulder. 
Patsy was a nice girl (“trust me, I’m a 
real sweetheart”) but she had grown 
up in Boston (“born and raised”), and 
in her beat-up gray Sox T-shirt she felt 

more unabashed than usual. “Hellooo?”
 “Patsy. These peas are deli-

cious and I’m enjoying every drop.” 
Beatrice spoke while staring down at 
her faded blue plate. The old red cardi-
gan she wore was too warm for sum-
mer, but it suited her well. It was as if 
she knew something about the weather 
that no one else did; to others, it grant-
ed her a look of higher wisdom, but in 
all honesty she had run out of room in 
her pushcart. She had already strapped 
bungee cords over the lid to keep it from 
popping open. “Now leave me be, girl. 
There’s nothing I love more in the whole 
world right now than these peas.” 

The women ate in silence. Patsy and 
Bea hadn’t gotten any rest all day. At 
that moment, all they could do was fork 
and cut and chew and swallow and all 
the other women did the same.

Valerie plopped down in the empty 
seat across from them and dropped her 
plate on the table. In front of her was a 
tidy arrangement of corn, mashed pota-
toes and bread equally distributed next 

to a log of fried fish. 
Patsy observed the stranger’s gold-

rimmed sunglasses and beaded san-
dals. Valerie was distracted by the 
steam snaking upwards from her food. 
Something was terribly wrong about 
this one, Patsy thought. She wasn’t the 
only one who thought her strange — 
other girls were staring, too. Patsy nod-
ded towards the stranger and smiled. 
“What, they got too long a wait at the 
Olive Garden?” Both friends chuckled 
into their hands.

Patsy had caught Valerie off guard.  
“As a matter of fact, I was hoping for 
some real food,” she retorted. She 
probed her food with the butt of her fork 
as if she were a deep-sea diver investi-
gating a new form of life. 

“You remind me of my son, Joshua,” 
Bea spoke up, “always playing with his 
food. You eat it, don’t dance with it.”

“Well, just look at this stuff.” Valerie 
pierced the slab of fish and grease 
rushed out in a puddle. Patsy began to 
bob up and down, giggling, her hand 
to her lips, her short red hair bounc-
ing with her. “And these peas. Look at 
them! They’re covered in black dots!”

“Whoa, whoa, these peas are deli-
cious. It’s seasoning.” Bea was all 
worked up now. She grabbed Valerie’s 
plate and tilted it towards her from 
across the table, “You didn’t even taste 
them yet.”

“I don’t need to!” Valerie belted out. 
“And we got potatoes and bread, but no 
butter. What’s up with that?”

Bea swallowed a fork full of corn 
and pointed the empty utensil at Patsy. 
“That’s what she said!” Patsy nodded, 
bouncing in jovial approval. She corked 
her mouth with a balled-up fist.

They were abuzz with laughter. They 
had slipped and fallen into the hysteri-
cal abyss together. There was nothing 
that wasn’t funny: the quick doctors 
at free visits that consistently sigh, the 
drunks in stained Bruins clothes that 
can’t walk straight, the smoldering nuns 
at St. Mary’s with their fingers wagging 
or hands on their hips. It was all just so 
funny, so funny no matter what. “Just 
give me some salt, some ketchup, some-
thing!” Bea screamed.

Patsy calmed herself down, exhal-
ing slowly so she could chime in. “It’s 
almost like the wait staff doesn’t care 
about whether or not we’re gonna leave 
a tip!”

They exploded in laughter. They 
STAHL continued on page 16
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Voices From The Streets
Voices from the Streets — a forum for those whose voices are too often ignored. From narratives to opinion to advice, these writ-

ers portray a unique perspective on life that might otherwise go unnoticed. Below, find that turning an ear towards those normally 
silenced opens the door to understanding and relating to those who have faced life on the street.

Marc D. Goldfinger
Spare Change News

“Tyger, tyger, burning bright . 
. . in the forests of the night . . . 
what immortal hand or eye could 
frame thy fearful symmetry . . 
. what the hammer -- what the 
chain—in what furnace was thy 

brain—what the anvil—what dread grasp, 
dare its deadly terrors clasp.”—excerpt from 
The Tyger, by William Blake

On Saturday I received a phone call from 
my daughter with the bad news.  The moth-
er of my children, a woman whom I had 
never married, had died from a stroke.  She 
was in her early 50s.  This is the second time 
I received the death call.

The first time was not pleasant at all.  On 
December 7th, 1998, the day before my birth-
day, I picked up the phone and heard a male 
voice screaming at me. “You killed her; you 
killed her; and I’m coming there to kill you!”  
I barely recognized the voice but, when I did, 
I realized it was my ex-wife’s brother.

My ex-wife Sascha and I had been sepa-
rated for four years.  She left me when I got 
clean to continue her journey into the lands 
of winter, the frost of heroin addiction.  
Sascha was a good woman who had been 
badly abused growing up and was so deeply 
wounded that recovery was almost impos-
sible for her.

Her father had beaten her and her mother 
regularly, while he was under the influence 
of alcohol.  Again, the illness rears its head 
and does the damage.

The mother of my children had been 
a heavy drinker.  It was said that she had 
stopped drinking but I don’t have the facts 
about that.  All I know is that she stroked out 
earlier this month, on August 1st. Now, even 
though I am happily married today, I have 
lost two women I loved to the horrible dis-
ease of addiction.

When I met the woman who would be the 
mother of my children,  I was at an agency 
party in Littleton, New Hampshire, in 1975.  
Her name was Janet.  Janet approached me 
and said, “I hear you are sleeping with one 
of my girlfriends.”  She was referring to a 
friend of hers with whom I was having an 
illicit affair at the time. I looked around to 
make sure that my wife, Susie, was not in 
earshot and looked her in the eye and said, 
“How do you know?”

Janet said, “I’m sleeping with my girl-
friend’s father and I’d like to try you out.”  I 
was a little taken aback but recovered quick-

ly and said, “I’m sure we can arrange that.”  
And we did.

A few months after that, I left my wife, 
Susie. I moved out of my home and Janet and 
I moved in together.  She told me that she was 
on the pill.  I had no reason not to believe her 
and this was in the days of “free love” and all 
that, so we practiced no safety measures.

One day Janet came up to me and said, 
“Well, I’m pregnant.  You’re going to be a 
family man.  Are you going to do the right 
thing and marry me?”

“But,” I said, “how can that be?  You’re on 
the pill.” She said, “I went off the pill three 
months ago.  I wanted to have your baby.”

“Well,” I said, “that may be a fact but 
I don’t want to get married again.  I’m just 
in the process of finishing my divorce from 
Susie.  But I will sign paternity papers and 
take care of the baby and we’ll make a go at a 
relationship and see what happens.”

Ironically, our relationship deteriorated, 
but our sex life didn’t, and we had another 
child.  So, despite the fact that I had been 
married before Janet, the only children I now 
have are out of wedlock. However, I signed 
paternity papers at the hospital where they 
were born, so I am their legal father.

A few years after that, Janet left me, and 
left the children with me. Due to my addic-
tion, I was arrested for multiple drug counts, 
and Janet came back and took the children.  
I bailed out of jail and got a new girlfriend, 
and we went on the run for two years.

I was re-arrested in Oregon in 1982, spent 
a few months there fighting rendition to 
Massachusetts, and then came back to serve 
my two-year sentence.  This was around 
the last time I saw my children, when my 
daughter Jasmine was 7 and my son Isaac 
was 5 years old.

After I got out of jail, my heroin addic-
tion took off. Addiction is a progressive fatal 
illness if not treated and I, at that time, did 
not even know what treatment entailed.  I 
didn’t see or hear from either of my children 
until November 15, 2007, when I received an 
email from my daughter.  She said she want-
ed to engage in dialogue; she had heard I 
was clean and had been reading my writings 
and had even bought one of my books.

The miracle is that I, my daughter Jasmine 
and my wife Mary Esther all have a wonder-
ful relationship. I have a beautiful grand-
daughter named Isabelle and a wonderful 
son-in-law named Rob.  Jasmine has her 
master’s degree and is a great teacher.  She is 
now teaching overseas.

The Deadly Illness

Many of you no 
doubt have been 
fo l lowing Spare 
Change News edi-
tor Tom Benner ’s 
three-part series on 
Housing First, and 

it has been a good and informa-
tive series.

But for me, on a personal 
and professional level, there are 
still some things that need to be 
addressed. No, not by Tom, but 
by the people who are touting 
Housing First and this whole 
five-year plan to end homeless-
ness. 

I’m a fan of Housing First; 
I believe it’s a step in the right 
direction. However, I don’t know 
if I buy into this whole ending 
homelessness in five years thing.

Why? Well, for example ... 
Last week I went to see my hous-
ing advocate at a rather success-
ful agency I’ve known for quite 
sometime. I found what sounded 
like a great opportunity. 

In a few months I could pos-
sibly end up in an SRO (single-
room occupancy) apartment. 
You may have to share a kitchen 
and a bathroom in what can be 
described as a community living 
environment. But it beats living 
in a shelter, and also you don’t 
lose your homelessness status, so 
you would still be a top priority 
for Section 8 or for a low-income 
apartment.

Cool, right? Now, here’s the 
catch. Its only requirement is no 
drinking. Now I know that may 
not seem like such a bad thing, 
and it isn’t. But I don’t need sub-
stance abuse counseling or a pro-
gram. I need housing.

While Housing First is a good 
program and has been quite suc-
cessful, its main focus seems to be 
with families and the chronically 
homeless. We all know about 
family homelessness. The chroni-
cally homeless are those folks 

who have been on the streets for 
say 10 or more years, maybe suf-
fer from chronic substance abuse 
or serious mental health issues, 
and will need a lot of help when 
it comes to obtaining and main-
taining housing.

While that is true, not all of us 
suffer from those; a vast majority 
of the homeless these days suf-
fer from a lack of employment 
or housing or both, and yet there 
seems still to be after all these 
years that tired old myth that 
we all either smoke crack and/
or hear voices. Nothing can be 
further from the truth, and yet 
that seems to be a large focus of 
Housing First. 

As far as family homelessness 
goes, we all know it exists, but 
so does single adult homeless-
ness. Hundreds of single men 
and women go through or are 
homeless every day; why do you 
think there are more single adult 
shelters than family shelters com-
bined? 

And yet most of the time from 
politicians, advocates, media 
types, all you here is about the 
plight of families living on the 
streets. Today the vast major-
ity of homeless people are veter-
ans, people being released from 
prison, and young people being 
let go from foster homes, the 
Department of Youth Services, 
etc.; all single adults. 

If Housing First is indeed the 
answer for ending homelessness, 
then it needs to be inclusive of 
everyone, and it is also time to 
finally accept the fact that not all 
homeless people are on the street 
because of a drug problem or due 
to mental illness. Sometimes, it 
just happens.

JAMES SHEARER is a co-founder 
and board president of Spare Change 
News.

 tales from the curb

Some Just Need Housing
James Shearer
Spare Change News

GOLDFINGER continued on next page
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My son Isaac still has not reached out 
to me but I have let him know, through 
Jasmine, that he is welcome.  I can’t 
change the past; I can only stay clean 
and work on today.

The sorrow in my heart is great.  Two 
women that I loved are dead because, I 
believe, of the illness of addiction.  One 
died as a direct result of the disease and 
one because of the after-effects of it.  In the 

past I would have scored drugs to combat 
my grief over this, but today I know that I 
can’t and my treatment continues.

I’m luckier than most.  Spare Change 
News was the first honest job I had in 
years when I started vending for them 
in March, 1993. I got clean in March, 
1994.  I go to support groups regularly 
and have a therapist and two psychia-
trists, one who specializes in addiction 
and another who specializes in major 
mental illness.

I’m still with Spare Change News.  I 
got married again in 2002 to my current 
wife, Mary Esther, who also helps me 
stay clean.  I love my children who are  
adults now, and one of whom is back in 
my life.

But the wreckage remains.  Sascha 
and Janet are both gone.  “What dread 
grasp, dare its deadly terrors grasp.”  
The disease of addiction is the Tyger, 
prowling about my mind, waiting, just 
waiting for me to slip into its grasp and 

follow two of my mates into the dark-
ness.

MARC D. GOLDFINGER is a formerly 
homeless vendor who is now housed.  He 
can be reached atjunkietroll@yahoo.com 
Marc also has books on www.smashwords.
ne that can be downloaded for $2.99.

GOLDFINGER continued from previous page

Robert Sondak
Spare Change News

A group of Harvard University staff 
members and students have founded 
a food project that promotes food eco-
nomics and health on campus and in 
the surrounding city of Cambridge.

The Food Literacy Project, which 
was founded in 2005, introduced four 
components of food economics and 
health to the university and the greater 
city of Cambridge. These four pillars of 
our American food system are sustain-
ability, nutrition, community, and food 
preparation.

According to the Harvard University 
Hospitality Dining Services--Food 
Literacy Project website, food sustain-
ability refers to a way of growing and 
raising food that is healthy for people 
and provides humane treatment of ani-
mals. The goal is to grow food locally 
and seasonally that cuts down on pollu-
tion and the use of chemicals. 

The Harvard Hospitality and Dining 
Services (HUHDS) and the Food 
Literacy Project (FLP) have implement-
ed a policy of food sustainability by 
managing two local farmers markets. 
These two farmers markets are located 
in Cambridge at the Science Center off 
of Kirkland Street (Tuesdays 12 to 6pm)  
and in Allston at the corner of North 
Harvard Avenue and Western Avenue, 
directly adjacent to the Harvard com-
plex of offices (Fridays 3pm to 7pm). 
Each year, these farmers market are 
open from June through the last week 
in October.

Nutrition refers to consuming food 
to improve your health, memory and 
endurance, and to make you feel bet-
ter. HUHDS has banned the use of trans 
fats, which are man-made fats used in 
processed food such as pastries, pizza, 
cake mixes, and fried or frozen foods. 
FLP does not use trans fats at all in any 
of its cooking classes.

HUHDS is instrumental in donat-

ing surplus food, approximately 8,000 
pounds. This food is leftover cooked 
food from dining halls and special 
events, which goes directly to the 
Greater Boston Food Bank. This food is 
redistributed to local meals programs 
to feed the hungry. Emergency food 
program partners include St. Francis 
House, Shattuck Shelter, The New 
England Shelter for Homeless Veterans, 
Women’s Hope and the Women’s Lunch 
Place. This represents 6,000 meals 
yearly. HUHDS also provides surplus 
food to Cambridge-based programs at 
University Lutheran Church, Philips 
Brook House and St. James Summer 
Shelter and accounts for an additional 
1,000 meals yearly. HUHDS also cooked 
1,750 pies for the Pie In the Sky program 
at Community Servings in 2010.

The Culinary Challenge gives lec-
tures that are part of the food prepa-
ration program at FLP, and sponsors 
cooking classes for students. This pro-
gram covers a variety of culinary top-
ics, ranging from kitchen knife skills 
to learning different styles of cooking, 
such as Mediterranean cuisine.

This year, the Food Literacy Project 
hired 20 student representatives for 
special projects. These representatives 
conduct tastings and provide movie 
screenings, cooking classes and field 
trips. This program focuses on teaching 
a food overview and sponsoring cook-
ing classes for students.

Food Literacy Project members 
have also volunteered in Cambridge 
and sometimes in Boston. FLP people 
have worked over the past year in the 
Cambridge City Sprouts school garden 
program. The October 25, 2010 edi-
tion of the Harvard Crimson featured 
an article by Derrick Asiedu and James 
A. Weatherly, highlighting FLP staff 
who volunteered at the Graham and 
Parks Alternative Public School to pre-
pare the school’s garden for the winter. 
In addition to working at City Sprouts, 

FLP members have also volunteered at 
the Boston Food Bank.

The Food Literacy Project sponsors 
special food-related events, such as 
cookbook authors speaking for Harvard 
and the Cambridge community. Events 
include food film series, book talks, and 
special cooking classes.  On October 
2010, Slow Food founder Carlo Petrini 
spoke at the Harvard Science Center 
about responsible consumption and 
sustainability, over- chemicalization, 
and the dangers of industrial farming. 

In August of this year FLP sponsored 
a vegetarian meal and lecture by cook-
book author Molly Katzen. Katzen con-
ducted a lecture at Lehman House work-
ing with chef Martin Breslin, the director 
of operations for HUHDS. Katzen is the 
author of The Moosewood Cookbook. 
Later in the afternoon, she was serving 
up samples of a kale vegetable dish at 
the Harvard farmers market.

HUHDS buys locally grown produce 
and fruits in season from some of the 
vendors at the Harvard farmers market, 
especially Lanni Orchards of Lunenberg 
and Wards Berry’s Farms of Sharon. This 

food organization has a mission focusing 
on buying farm-fresh, meaning farmed in 
New England when possible. Preserving 
Massachusetts-based agriculture helps 
to fuel the local economy, provide jobs 
and benefit the environment.

The two HUHDS/FLP farmers mar-
kets sell locally grown produce, fruit, 
cheese, eggs, meat, fish, and food prod-
ucts. Local food products may include 
pasta, pastries, butter, nuts, flowers, 
jams, ice cream, honey, maple syrup, 
chocolate, and yogurt, along with 
Egyptian and Lebanese food. The 2011 
Harvard farmers market in Cambridge 
features 21 vendors.

The Allston farmers market is half 
the size of its Cambridge sister.

For more information on the Food 
Literacy Project, go to www.dining.
harvard.edu/flp/about.html. For 
more information on the Harvard-
sponsored farmers markets, click on the 
Sustainability tab and then the link to 
the markets.

ROBERT SONDAK is a Spare Change 
News writer/vendor.

Harvard’s Food Literacy Project Part 
of the Local/Sustainable Movement
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Gary aka John Doe
Spare Change News

The one thing we all have in common, 
regardless of our social status, is our vul-
nerability to the elements. Obviously, 
that’s only when we’re out there, exposed. 
If you have a home, and air condition-
ing, then you only have to manage for so 
long before you’re comfortable again and 
impervious to the heat.

However, when you’re homeless or 
low-income and don’t have air condi-
tioning at home or a comfortable office 
to go to during the day, beating the heat 
becomes a very important, even critical, 
part of your routine.

So how does one go about cooling 
down on a limited-to-nonexistent budget?

First, let me explain that names, loca-
tions and details have been withheld for 
my own safety. You wouldn’t think that 
writing an article of this nature would 
be a scandalous affair, but some guys 
are afraid I’m going to say too much 

and ruin their favorite spots. So word is 
out on the street already, and once this 
is in print, I’ll need to watch my back.

Obviously, some of the tactics are 
the same as in my recent “Boston on $3 
a Day” article. Things like McDonalds’ 
refillable $1 fountain drinks, especially 
their Sweet Tea, are a key factor in beat-
ing the heat.

I personally go there and chug down 
a large iced tea, sitting in the AC for a 
bit while I recharge my phone and enjoy 
the wifi. I then use the facilities and get 
a refill, and then refill one more time 
before leaving, taking that last cup and 
pouring it into my water bottle to keep 
in my pack for later in the day.

Other guys go to certain movie the-
aters that offer early admission dis-
counts, and then sneak from theater to 
theater and see as many movies as they 
can, just to stay in the AC.

Of course, the larger book stores that 
offer comfy chairs to sit in while perus-
ing the books are a great place to be, see-

ing as you can just relax and keep cool 
while reading. The biggest obstacle in 
this scenario is struggling to stay awake 
while engulfed in this lap of luxury.

An unlimited T pass is also a must-
have in the summertime. On any given 
day in this blazing heat, I have no prob-
lem with jumping on any non-crowded 
bus going in any direction, and just 
going along for the ride to enjoy a seat 
and cool air. The upside of this is that 
in my three months of homelessness, I 
have virtually become a qualified tour 
guide of Boston.

Part of the intimate knowledge of the 
area that comes with homelessness is 
knowing where all the spots are to lie in 
the shade, or where to get a cold refill 
for your water bottle, or where to sit.

Another trick I often do is to go to a 
train station, look at the board and pre-
tend to be waiting for one of the later-
arriving trains.

And my personal best and most 
guarded secret that I’m going to share 

is my “membership” to a local club, 
obtained through a friend who manages 
the pool, where I go to swim all the time. 
It’s usually me and several delightful 
elderly ladies, sharing an Olympic-size 
pool. They usually remain in the shal-
low end, while I have the entire deep 
end to myself. After the pool, my body’s 
core temperature will be down, and I’m 
ready for a shady spot under a tree for 
the remainder of the day before I head 
back to the shelter.

Sadly, inside the shelter, all bets are 
off. There are no secret spots, or refill-
able ice cold beverages, or air condi-
tioning to be found. There are no tricks, 
you’re simply at the mercy of the hot, 
stagnant air in the overcrowded envi-
ronment. At that point, you just try to 
sleep, and get ready for another day of 
trying to beat the heat.

Stay cool, my friends.

GARY, aka JOHN DOE, is a frequent con-
tributor to Spare Change News.

Beating the Heat When You’re Homeless

Beatrice Bell
Spare Change News

Spare Change News writer/ven-
dor Beatrice Bell interviewed Debbie 
Ferretti, a volunteer with Survivors 
Inc., about Boston’s status as a Human 
Rights City and the group’s role as a 
human rights advocacy organization.

Beatrice Bell: When did Survivors Inc. 
and The Human Rights Movement start?

Debbie Ferretti: Survivors Inc. was 
originally started by three friends in 
the 1980s. Diane Dujon, Laurie Taymor-
Berry and Dott ie  Stevens joined 
hundreds of other advocates at the 
Massachusetts State House on April 25, 
2007 to lobby for increased funding and 
support for public higher education, 
especially for low-income women. In 
2007 Survivors Inc. turned 20 years old. 
Diane and Dottie are still fighting for 
the same cause as when they and Laurie 
started Survivors Inc.

BB: What’s your mission of Survivors Inc. 
and the Human Rights Movement?

DF: We are a group of low-income 
women and their allies who organize 
and educate around poverty, welfare 
and low-income survival issues. We 
offer training in writing, speaking, 

advocacy, computer skills, desktop 
publishing, organizing, membership 
and leadership. With these skills we are 
able to provide a forum for the voices 
of low-income women to be heard. 
We connect welfare office outreach 
and campus organizing with local and 
broader grassroots efforts to eliminate 
social and economic injustice.

BB: Where was the first Human Rights city, 
town or country?

DF:  It was Washington D.C. on 
December 10, 2008. Interesting thing 
to know though ... More than 60 years 
ago, Eleanor Roosevelt, joined by men 
and women from more than 80 coun-
tries, gave the world the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, a “gift” 
that meant to remove the chains of 
colonialism, and to never again have 
humanity experience genocide. The 
Declaration delivered to humanity a 
new space to belong, calling for democ-
racy to be a delivery system of human 
rights -- moving charity to dignity. The 
human rights framework encompasses 
the best of socialism and democracy, 
giving us a vibrant political and moral 
way to conduct our lives with the pro-
tection of human rights laws. It makes 
so much sense.
BB: What are Human Rights and what 

does it mean to be a Human Rights City or 
State?

DF: I think human rights are summed 
up best by Dottie: “It’s a belief in show-
ing not charity but kindness, love and 
respect for each other no matter our dif-
ferences.” Being a Human Rights City 
or State means that our governmental 
leaders will fight for what’s right for its 
citizens and will ensure equality and 
justice for everybody, whether or not 
they’re rich or poor. They’ll ensure that 
everybody has an equal opportunity to 
food, clothes, jobs, financial stability, 
law enforcement and education.

BB:  Who started the Human Rights 
Movement? 

DF: Shulamith Koenig. Many people 
give credit to Eleanor Roosevelt and civil 
rights leaders such as Martin Luther 
King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X, 
but technically they had no part in the 
topic of human rights. They fought for 
people’s basic rights on a local level or 
a national level. Human Rights encom-
passes the whole world. Dottie and I 
along with several other people tend to 
think of the Human Rights Movement 
as being started by Shulamith Koenig. 

Beatrice - How does the Human Rights 
Movement effect the homeless population?

DF: It educates them about their 
rights as a person and makes it so that 
they know they’re valued and have 
equal opportunities to food, clothes, 
shelter and whatever else anybody else 
has, whether they’re homeless or not. It 
gives them access to things like Dress 
For Success, Community Servings, and 
food stamps or whatever they need.

BB:  How does  the  Youth Advisory 
Committee tie in with a person’s Human 
Rights?

DF: The Youth Advisory Committee 
shows a young person how to speak 
about their rights and let people be 
aware of their issues in the community. 
Basically it’s showing them how to be 
an advocate for themselves in the com-
munity so that they don’t feel things are 
hopeless. When you throw your hands 
up and say something is hopeless that’s 
when it becomes hopeless. Nothing is 
hopeless when you’re given the oppor-
tunity.

BB: What are the political implications 
behind being a Human Rights city or state?

DF: Declaring a municipality as 
a Human Rights City provides that 
municipality with an opportunity to 

Boston, A Human Rights City

BELL continued on page 16
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David Fillingham
Spare Change News

Monday Aug 8
8:15 PM Berklee School of Music 
Summer program presents 5-week 
vocal night.

This show features a number of Five-
Week Summer Performance Program 
vocal groups, including the Five-Week 
Chorus directed by Lucy Holstedt; the 
Five-Week Musical Theater Workshop 
directed by Rene Pfister, Ana Guigui, 
and Jeri Sykes; the Five-Week Middle 
Eastern Fusion Ensemble directed by 
Christiane Karam; and the Five-Week 
Singer Showcase finalists directed by 
Ken Zambello. 

Wednesday Aug. 10
7 PM at the Half Shell the continuing 
longwood orchestra Series. Guest 
Orchestra - The New Philharmonia 
Orchestra Slavonic Dance, Op. 46, 
#8Antonín Dvořák (1841 - 1904)
Violin Concerto No. 4 in D Major, K. 218
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791)

Francesca Bass, violin
Symphony No. 5, Op. 64
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893) 

Thursday, August 11
8:15 p.m. Five-Week Instrumental 
Showcase

This concert features Five-Week 
Summer Performance Program audi-
tion winners who will perform in the 
All-Star Rock, the All-Star Jazz, and 
the All-Star Funk ensembles. Joining 
them will be the Five-Week Tower of 
Power Ensemble directed by Bobby 
Gallegos. Berklee Performance Center, 
136 Massachusetts Avenue.

Monday, August 15
6:00 p.m. Nadia Washington Quartet
Regattabar Courtyard Series

One Bennett Street, Cambridge, MA 
Harvard Square Where the Charles 

Hotel is as well.
Often compared to the likes of Ella 

Fitzgerald and Sarah Vaughan, Nadia 
Washington’s style incorporates a 
fusion of different musical avenues. Her 
smooth, velvet-cloaked vocals draw in 
an audience, leaving many feeling quite 
misty.

Weds August 17
7 PM at the Half Shell on the Esplanade 
the continuing longwood orchestra 
Series.

Die Fledermaus Overture
Johann Strauss II (1825 - 1899)
Piano Concerto No. 1 in B-flat minor, 

op.23, 1st movement
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)
Featuring the Foundation for Chinese 

Performing Arts competition winner
Symphony No. 8 in G major, op.88
Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904)

Thursday, August 18
12:00 p.m. Julia Easterlin
Kendall Square 300 athenaeum Street 

Julia Easterlin is a vocalist, songwriter, 
and performer from Augusta, Georgia. 
Her talents have been recognized by the 
National Foundation for Advancement 
in the Arts,  the Gibson/Baldwin 
Grammy Jazz Ensembles, DownBeat, 
the John Lennon Foundation, and the 
New York Songwriters Circle.

Saturday, August 13
5 p.m. Hailey Niswanger Quartet
Derby Square, Salem

Berklee student Hailey Niswanger 
has an impressive list of accomplish-
ments that reach far beyond the borders 
of her home in Portland, Oregon and 
well beyond her years. She has shared 
the stage with DeeDee Bridgewater, 
George Duke, George Garzone, Red 
Holloway, Terell Stafford, Phil Woods, 
James Moody, Steve Nelson, Christian 
McBride, McCoy Tyner, Maceo Parker, 
Wynton Marsalis, Mark Whitfield, and 
other jazz greats. She leads her own 

quartet, which has performed at the 
Portland Jazz Festival, Jimmy Mak’s 
Jazz Club, Mt. Hood Jazz Festival, and 
other jazz venues around Portland. In 
September 2009, she was selected as 
the new alto saxophonist in the interna-
tionally acclaimed big band the Either/
Orchestra, occupying the chair previ-
ously held by Miguel Zenon and Jaleel 
Shaw, among others.

The 4th annual Salem Jazz and Soul 
Festival takes place at the Salem Willows 
in Salem, MA on Saturday, August 21 & 
Sunday, August 22.  This free, family-
friendly event featured 2 days of live 
music, music education classes, an arts 
and crafts fair, and a kid’s play tent.  We 
also had our first ever 21+ beer garden, 
sponsored by Ipswich Ale.

Saturday, August 20
1:30 p.m. Nicky Egan
Salem Jazz and Soul Festival

157 Fort Avenue
N i c k y  E g a n ,  o r i g i n a l l y  f ro m 

Philadelphia, spreads her love for music 
through a sound that blends elements 
of soul, R&B, and rock. With her influ-
ences ranging from Etta James, Sarah 
Vaughan, and Janis Joplin to the Beatles, 
James Brown, and Joe Cocker, Egan 
drives her performances with memora-
ble songs, young energy, and a positive 
message. Since Egan formed her band 
in 2007, they’ve played throughout the 
East Coast and have played shows from 
L.A. to Santa Cruz. They’ve shared a bill 
with Boston’s Eli “Paperboy” Reed and 
London’s Sam Bradley.

Saturday, August 20
4:30 − 5:30pm. The Beantown Tap Fest 
will have an informal student showcase 

of the previous week’s work. There will 
be some very good tap dancing going 
on by students aged 8 to 75. It takes 
place at Green Street Studios, 185 Green 
St., Cambridge, MA 02139.  

Monday, August 22
6:00 p.m. Creative Music Front

Regattabar  Courtyard  Series One 
Bennett Street, courtyard in Harvard Sq 
next to the Charles Hotel.

The Creative Music Front is an inter-
national collective born within the com-
munity of Berklee College of Music. The 
collaboration of artists from different 
continents and cultural backgrounds 
engaged the CMF to experience the 
combination of  jazz,  funk,  Latin 
rhythms, European harmonies, and ori-
ental influences.

Thursday, August 25
12:00 p.m. Grace Kelly

Kendall Square, 300 Athenaeum 
Street

Saxophonist, vocalist, composer, lyri-
cist, and arranger Grace Kelly received 
a full scholarship to Berklee and started 
college at the age of 16. She has already 
performed over 500 concerts as a leader 
all around the world. Trumpeter and 
Jazz at Lincoln Center artistic direc-
tor Wynton Marsalis was so impressed 
with Kelly’s three-night stand as guest 
of the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
in November that he invited her to join 
the ensemble at the Kennedy Center’s 
Eisenhower Theater in Washington, 
D.C. for a Martin Luther King Jr. Day/
Inauguration Eve concert.

DAVID FILLINGHAM can be emailed at 
dfillingham@pobox.com.

The arts Maven: 
A Selective Guide To Free Arts Happenings In Greater Boston

Comments,  Questions, 
Story Ideas?
Send a letter to the 
editoreditor@sparechangenews.net
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to the phenomenon of upper/middle 
class citizens moving into lower income 
areas and initiating upscale renewal and 
renovation projects that often displace 
poorer residents. 

The proposal has recently been 
approved by the Somerville planning 
board; however, in the months lead-
ing up to this decision, several protests 
were held in various locations around 
Somerville. The first took place in front 
of City Hall in April, followed by one 
held at Union Square’s first farmers mar-
ket of the season in June. In July, several 
protests were held outside planning 
board meetings related to the project. 

Despite these protests, several of 
which were organized by the Somerville 
Community Corporation, the renova-
tion has been approved. In the mean-
time, those at the SCC will now work to 
make sure residents scheduled to lose 
their homes will not be left on the street. 

Mary Regan is a community orga-
nizer at the Somerville Community 
Corporation. Regan has worked with 
the SCC for four years, and primar-
ily works with the affordable hous-
ing committee to encourage affordable 
housing and preventing displacement. 
Regan first became involved with the 
Somerville Avenue issue last year, and 
was concerned for the lives of the build-
ings residents.

“I started knocking on doors at 378-
390 Somerville Avenue last year when I 
heard the building was for sale. When 
buildings are for sale tenants often 
become scared. I wanted to let them 
know that we could be supportive to 
them, let them know their rights, and 
that if we worked together, there as a 
chance of getting them better treatment 
from the landlord,” Regan said.

This union between the residents 
and the SCC gave rise to the protests 
that took place in the spring and early 
summer. Despite these protests, the 
efforts were unable to prevent the proj-
ect from going forward. On July 14th, 
with a crowd of around 40 sign-holding 
protestors outside, the planning board 
voted unanimously for the plan to build 
the condos. 

Despite the decision, the approved 
plan did include conditions which 
require the owner to obey the local 
condo conversion ordinance, which 
encourages the developer to sell four 
designated units to non-profits so that 
they may be rented affordably. While 
Regan believes that these provisions are 
a good thing, she knows that there is 
still reason for concern. 

“While these conditions are good, 
we had been pushing for the owner to 
agree to pay actual moving expenses, 
not just the limited expenses included 

in the ordinance. We wanted provi-
sions for tenants who may not be rec-
ognized because they sub-let and are 
not official tenants. Also, the owner is 
agreeing to sell the designated units to 
non-profits, (but) it is unclear whether 
or not he will actually follow these pro-
visions,” Regan said. 

For Regan, this issue has motivated 
those at the SCC to work toward an 
overriding shift in Somerville’s city 
policies; a shift that aims to maintain 
affordable housing in the community.

“We want the city to strengthen its 
ordinances to promote more affordable 
housing in any new development. The 
city is 2/3 renters and new develop-
ment has been overwhelmingly condos 
that are not affordable for low-income 
renters,” Regan said. “We’re going to 
try to change city policies so that ten-
ants don’t have to go through what 
these people are going through now. 
We’re making serious efforts to prevent 
further displacement.” 

Regan believes that if this trend of 
new, higher priced development con-
tinues, it erode and eradicate the unique 
identity that characterizes Somerville.

“So many people mention the word 
diversity when discussing Somerville as 
a great place to be. Well, unless we act to 
protect low income renters, artists, and 
immigrants, we won’t have that diver-
sity that people claim to enjoy.” 

James Herbert is the owner of the 
building on Somerville Avenue slated 
for renovation, and has subsidized 
the building for decades. For those on 
one side of the debate, he is an elderly 
man looking to maximize his profits at 
the expense of the low-income citizens 
occupying his building.

For others, he is simply a man who 
has provided affordable housing for 
decades, and is now looking to put a 
project in place that will improve the 
quality of the neighborhood.

Herbert set a $3.5 million selling 
price for property. His attorney, Rich 
Di Girolamo, has spent extensive time 
working with him in conjunction with 
the project at Somerville Avenue.

“I have represented the owner over a 
period of two years working to design 
a project compatible with the surround-
ing area. We have made several design 
changes in an attempt to come up 
with the best possible project,” said Di 
Girolamo. 

Di Girolamo states that the project is 
consistent with the zoning regulations 
put in place by the city around three 
years ago. He also believes the project 
will have a substantial, positive effect 
on the entire region.

“It’s a project that we and a lot of 
other people are very excited about. 
We believe it will act as an impetus 
for the future, further development of 

Union Square, and will serve as a gate-
way to the entire region,” the attorney 
said. “My guy (Herbert) has owned the 
property for a long time. The property 
is not in good condition and we want to 
change that. The project will transform 
the entire area for the better.” 

Di Girolamo’s sentiments of opti-
mism and positivity regarding the 
project are similarly reflected in a letter 
submitted to the Somerville Journal by 
the Union Square Main Streets Board of 
Directors this past May.

The letter offers evidence based sup-
port for the project, opening by stating: 
“The proposed development at 380 
Somerville Avenue meets the communi-
ty goals for Union Square and is worthy 
of public support.” 

The letter highlights that the project 
design is a “thoughtful one that pays 
attention to the surrounding neighbor-
hood,” and will roughly double the 
number of residential units and triple 
the retail space, while also preserving 
the historical façade on the front of the 
building. 

Regarding the potential displace-
ment of renters, the article briefly 
acknowledges the issue, stating: “While 
concerns about the displacement of the 
current renters are appropriate, there is 
significant time to find new homes for 
residents and a new retail location for 
Wellfoods in Union Square.” 

The letter also uses a comparison 
between Union and Davis Square to 
illustrate how the Somerville neighbor-
hood is not maximizing its potential: 
“While Union Square is nearly equal 
in land to Davis Square, the neigh-
borhood generates just 54 % of the 
assessed value.” 

Comparisons between these two 
neighborhoods have been a recurring 
theme of this ongoing debate, being 
used by both sides of the argument. 
Those against the redevelopment plan 
cite Davis Square as an example of a 
once authentic, unique place that lost 
its character due to gentrification and 
renewal. Those in support of the pro-
posal point to this redevelopment as a 
positive renewal that has improved the 
quality of Davis Square.

The letter concludes by stating that 
“the long-term benefits of this rede-
velopment are substantial for Union 
Square and Somerville and the proposal 
of deserving of community support.”

Despite this letter and the evidence 
it presents, the project still largely lacks 
support amongst Somerville residents, 
particularly those in close proximity to 
the building scheduled for demolition.

Kirk Etherton is a Union Square 
resident and has lived there for years. 
Etherton has close relationships with 
many of the people in the neighbor-
hood, and he, along with these folks, 

strongly believes that the project is a 
bad idea on multiple levels.

“The project is one that’s going to 
obliterate an entire block; it’s taking 
down three buildings and a parking 
lot, and replacing it with a 55-foot tall 
structure,” Etherton said. “People in 
the neighborhood just believe it’s a bad 
idea, on a number of levels. Firstly, it’s 
aesthetically unappealing, but more 
significantly it’s disrupting people and 
disrupting lives.”

Etherton views the project as an 
example of a recurring trend both local-
ly and nationally.

“This isn’t just an issue here in 
Boston; it’s a problematic trend nation-
ally. There is less affordable housing 
everywhere, especially with rental 
units,” Etherton said.

Somerville is a city that has had to 
deal with constant change and construc-
tion in recent times. There is currently 
a major project in the works that will 
bring the green line to the city. 

“People in this neighborhood have 
had to deal with these destructive con-
struction projects for so long. And just 
when it seems like it has come to an end, 
another huge project comes along,” said 
Etherton.

Much like Mary Regan, who was 
the first person to make Kirk aware for 
the issue, Etherton has believes that the 
project will serve to change the inher-
ent character of Union Square, at the 
expense of many of the neighborhood’s 
most unique residents. 

“Union Square is a unique, interest-
ing place. And there’s a diverse popu-
lation of people living there, from all 
over the world, and that’s what makes 
it interesting,” said Etherton. “So basi-
cally these developments are taking 
advantage of the unique character that 
this population creates, and at the same 
time telling them to get lost with project 
like this one.” 

As it stands now, due to a clause in 
Somerville’s condo conversion ordi-
nance, the tenants currently living in the 
building slated for reconstruction will 
have until February 2013 to vacate their 
homes. Until then, the service staff at 
the Somerville Community Corporation 
is working closely with these residents 
to find them new, affordable homes.

H a v i n g  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y 
Somerville’s Planning Board, this proj-
ect will most likely begin as soon as 
possible. However, it will take years to 
truly see whether or not this controver-
sial project will prove to have a positive, 
uplifting impact on the community; or a 
damaging, harmful, and detracting one. 

LIAM CUNNINGHAM is a writer and 
editor for Spare Change News.

CUNNINGHAM continued on page 5



 Food
DaIlY MEalS:
Bread & Jams Self advocacy Center
Serves adults only, no children. 
50 Quincy St. Cambridge, MA 02138 Ph. 617-441-3831 
Located in the basement of the Swedenborg Church at the 
corner of Kirkland and Quincy. Breakfast 9:30am to 10am; 
lunch  at 12 noon. Other services include case management, 
housing assistance, clinical assesssment, and referrals for 
substance abuse and medical treatment.
Boston Rescue Mission 39 Kingston St., Boston 
Community meals: 3pm weekdays, and 5pm Sundays.
Pine Street Inn 444 Harrison Ave., Boston, 617-482-4944 
Breakfast: 6 a.m.; brown bag lunches during the day; 
Dinner: 5 p.m.; Chicken truck: 11:30 a.m.
Rosie’s Place  Women & children only, no boys over age 11
889 Harrison Ave., Boston, 617-442-9322 
Lunch: 11:30 a.m. ñ 1 p.m.; Dinner: 4:30 p.m. -- 7 p.m. 
St. Francis House 39 Boylston St., Boston, 617-542-4211
Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. ñ 9 a.m.; Lunch: 11:30 a.m. ñ 1 p.m. 
Emergency sandwiches: Weekdays 2:45 p.m. ñ 3 p.m.
Salvation army  402 Mass. Ave., Cambridge, 617-547-3400
Lunch: 12 p.m. 
Womenís lunch Place     Women & children only, 
no boys over age 14, male presence discouraged
67 Newbury St., Boston., 617-267-0200
Open Mon. ñ Fri, 8 a.m. -- 2p.m. 
Until September, they will be at the Old South Church at 
645 Boylston St. • www.womenslunchplace.org

WEEKlY MEalS
Monday:
Boston Rescue Mission 39 Kingston St., Boston 
Food pantry: 9-11am (except holidays). Bring proof 
of address. 
(Church of the Holy Resurrection) new name and address 
Holy Resurrection orthodox Church 62 Harvard Ave., 
Allston, 617-787-7625
Mondays  open door 
6 p.m. ñ 7 p.m. and take-out. 
Also, food pantry on Monday -- if needed on other days, 
contact the church.
Mass. ave. Baptist Church 
146 Hampshire St., Cambridge, 617-868-4853. 
6 p.m. ñ 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday:
Church of the advent
30 Brimmer St., Boston, 617-523-2377 6 p.m. to 7pm
First Parish Unitarian Church
3 Church St., Cambridge, 617-876-7772
6 p.m. ñ 7 p.m. (doors open at 5:30 p.m.)
Faith Kitchen, Faith lutheran Church
311 Broadway, Cambridge, 617-354-0414
6:30 p.m. (second & last Tuesday of every month)
Wednesday:
Hope Fellowship Church
16 Beech Street, Cambridge, MA 02140
Streetlight Outreach Team - Wednesday nights at Harvard 
Square in the pit 8:15pm to 9:45pm
Providing fellowship, food, basic clothing needs and of 
course, prayer.
Hope Cafe
Every last Saturday of the month (usually)
Upcoming dates: July 30th, August 20th, and September 
24th
Hope Fellowship Church
12pm to 1:30pm
Providing a free community meal and clothing center
Weekly Sunday Service
Times: 9am, 11am, 6pm
We strive to be a welcoming community, providing Gospel 
centered teaching, praise and worship.
Salvation army 402 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
617-547-3400   5 p.m. ñ  6 p.m. 
Thursday:
Christ Church Zero Garden St. Cambridge 
617-876-0200 6 p.m. 
St. James Church
1991 Mass. Ave, Cambridge
The Women’s Meal (Women and children welcome)
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. (food pantry 3 days/week)

Union Baptist Church
874 Main St., Cambridge, 617-864-6885   5 p.m. 

Friday:
arlington St. Church
351 Boylston St., Boston, 617-536-7050  5 p.m.
Food Not Bombs
Boston Common (near Park St. T station), 617-522-8277
3 p.m. -- 5 p.m.
Mass. ave. Baptist Church 
146 Hampshire St., Cambridge, 617-868-4853 
6 p.m. -- 7:30 p.m.

Saturday:
Pilgrim Church 
540 Columbia Rd, Dorchester 
Approx 8:45 (Boston Commons, near fountain)
We serve soup, pasta, coffee, juice, pastries, sandwiches, 
and clothing once a month.
12-1:30 pm
We offer a free community lunch, cafe style, and we serve 
the guests, no standing in line. The meals are hot and made 
with love by our very talented chef.

Sunday:
Food Not Bombs
955 Mass Ave  (617) 787-3436
Central Square  in Cambridge on Sundays from 3-5pm.

FooD aSSISTaNCE
Greater Boston Food Bank, 617-427-5200 
Serves non-profit organizations such as agencies, shelters, 
etc. Office hours: 8 a.m. -- 4:30 p.m.
Project Bread ï 617-723-5000; Hotline 1-800-645-8333
Referrals to food pantries throughout the city
Somerville Food Pantry ï 617-776-7687 
Food pantry: Mon, Tue, Fri 10 a.m. -- 2 p.m.; Wed 12 p.m. 
-- 4 p.m.; Thu 1 p.m. -- 4 p.m.
Somerville residents only. Those unable to use other pan-
tries due to disability may call and ask for the Project Soup 
Delivery Coordinator.
Brookline Food Pantry
15 St. Paul St., Brookline, 617-566-4953
Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. -- 2 p.m., Sat. 2 p.m. -- 4 p.m. 
Brookline residents only. Second-time visitors must present 
a letter from an advocate confirming that they are in need 
of food services.
CEoC (Cambridge Economic opportunity Commission) 
11 Inman St. (basement), Cambridge, 617-868-2900 
Food pantry: Mon, Wed 4 p.m. -- 6 p.m.; Tue 12 p.m. -- 2 
p.m.; Thu 11 a.m. -- 1 p.m.; Closed Fri. 
East End House
105 Spring St., Cambridge, 617-876-4444
Food pantry: Tue 9 a.m. -- 2 p.m.; Fri 9 a.m. -- 12 p.m.
Offers assistance in filling out food stamp applications (call 
for appointment). 
Margaret Fuller Houses
71 Cherry St., Cambridge, 617-547-4680
Food pantry: Wed. 5 p.m. -- 7 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m. -- 12 p.m. 
& 6 p.m. -- 7:30 p.m.; Fri & Sat 9 a.m. -- 12 p.m.
Pentecostal Tabernacle Church ï 617-661-0222
Food pantry by appointment only; no deliveries or walk-
ins; referrals to other food pantries
Salvation army
402 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, 617-547-3400
Cambridge and Somerville residents only.
Food pantry: 9 a.m. -- 3 p.m. & by appointment
St. Francis House
39 Boylston St., Boston, 617-542-4211
Food pantry: Mon. ñ Fri. 10 a.m. -- 11 a.m.
Sign up at the Counseling Desk in the St. Francis House 
Day Center
St. James Church
1191 Mass. Ave, Cambridge
Food pantry: Tues. 6 p.m. ñ 8 p.m.; Thurs. 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.; 
Sat. 10 a.m. ñ 12 p.m.
St. Paulís ame Church
85 Bishop Allen Drive, Cambridge, 617-661-1110
Food pantry: Wed. 12p.m.--2 p.m.; Sat. 10a.m.--12 p.m.
Western ave. Baptist Church
299 Western Ave.,Cambridge, 617-661-0433 
Food pantry: Every second Wed., 10 a.m.
Zinberg Clinic Pantry at Cambridge Hospital 617-665-1606 

For clinic patients with HIV/AIDS only.
Food pantry: Mon. -- Fri. 9 a.m. -- 5 p.m.
Fair Foods $2 a bag;
CaMBRIDGE, St. Paulís Church 29 Mt. Auburn St
Harvard Sq. Red Line
Saturdays 10-11
SoMERVIllE, Cobble Hill apts
84 Washington St. Back parking lot (near Sullivan Sq.)
Every other Wed. 11:30-1
Mt. Pleasant apts.  70 Perkins St. (off Broadway)
Every other Wed. 1:30 - 2:30
Hearty meals for all
Somerville Community Baptist Church
31 College Ave. Somerville, MA 02144
Free community meals the second Friday of every month 
at 6:30pm

Homeless Concerns
The Womenís Center
46 Pleasant St., Cambridge, 617-354-8807
Computers, kitchen, space, childrenís room, and more. 
Walk-ins welcome.
Women & children only (no boys over age 12)
Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-3pm.

Cambridge Multi-Service Center
19 Brookline St., Cambridge, 617-349-6340
City-run agency with additional community non-profit 
partners. Works with Cambridge families in shelters, 
provides shelter referrals and other housing assistance. 
Employs housing specialists for elderly and disabled. 
Office hours: Mon. 8:30 a.m. -- 8 p.m.; Tue., Wed., Thu. 8:30 
a.m. -- 5 p.m.; Fri. 8:30 a.m. -- 12 p.m. Walk-ins accepted.
Cardinal Medeiros Center
25 Isabella St., Boston, 617-619-6960
Day center for homeless adults (50 years & older); mental 
health & nursing staff; help with housing searches.
Lunch served at 11:45 a.m.
Office hours: Mon.-Thu. 9a.m.- 4p.m.; Fri. 9a.m.-3 p.m.
Caspar 240 Albany St., Cambridge, 617-661-0600
Open 24 hrs/day; emergency shelter open 4:30 p.m. -- 8 
a.m.; Clients who leave in the morning may not return until 
3 p.m.; Clients staying multiple nights must prove recent 
local residency.
ClaSP (Community legal assistance Services Project)
19 Brookline St., Cambridge, 617-552-0623
Free legal clinic for Cambridge homeless at the Multi-
Service Center every Tuesday at 8:30 a.m.
Ecclesia Ministries 67 Newbury Street, Boston., 
617-552-0623
Weekly Schedule for the Common Cathedral:
Sunday: Worship at Brewerís Fountain on Boston Common, 
1 pm
- Gospel Reflection at St. Paulís Cathedral, 138 Tremont St.,
2:30 p.m. -- 4 p.m.
Monday: Lunch at Sproat Hall (St. Paulís Cathedral) 11:30 a.m. --1 

p.m.

-Eucharist & Healing (St. Paulís Cathedral) 1 p.m.
- Common Fellowship in Sproat Hall (St. Paulís Cathedral) 
2 p.m. --3 p.m.
Wednesday: Common Art at the Emmanuel Church, 15 
Newbury Street, 10 a.m. -- 3 p.m.
Friday: Common Cinema in Sproat Hall (St. Paulís 
Cathedral) 2:30 p.m. -- 5 p.m.
Horizons for Homeless Children
617-445-1480; www.horizonsforhomelesschildren.org
Horizons for Homeless Children is seeking volunteers to 
interact and play with children living in family, teen parent, 
and domestic violence shelters in Greater Boston. We offer 
daytime and evening shifts, so there is likely to be one that 
fits your schedule. A commitment of 2 hours a week for 6 
months is required. The next training session will be Sat., 

Sept. 27, 9:30 a.m. -- 4:30 p.m.
Medical Walk-in Unit at Mass General Hospital
617-726-2707
Provides minor medical care for adults. Patients are seen in 
order of arrival. MGH accepts most insurances but requires 
copayments.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., Sun., Holidays 9:30 
a.m.-4 p.m.; closed Thanksgiving & Christmas
Boston Rescue Mission 39 Kingston St., Boston 
Safe & healthy men’s overnight shelter program.
Rosie’s Place 889 Harrison Ave., Boston, 617-442-9322
Women and children only (no boys over age 11)
Open 7 days a week; provides help with housing, medical 
care, job training, financial aid and education, legal servic-
es, rape crisis counselors, health specialists, and more.
St. Francis House 39 Boylston Street, Boston, 617-542-4211
Meals offered 365 days/yr.; food pantry open weekdays. 
Offers a mailroom, open art studio, clothing lottery, com-
puter library, support groups such as AA, showers, tele-
phones, toothbrushes & razors, medical clinic, counseling 
and mental health services, housing counseling and stabili-
zation services, and a womenís center. For more details on 
these services and for their specific times visit www.stfran-
cishouse.org
Starlight Ministries  617-262-4567
Outreach van with food, clothing, blankets and worship. 
Hours: Wed. 8 p.m. by Park Street T station on the Boston 
Common.
Streetlight outreach Wednesdays at 8:00 PM
Harvard T-Station (The Pit); Porter Square T-Station.
Volunteers work weekly to serve the homeless who live in 
Harvard and Porter Squares. Volunteer teams give away 
warm food and beverages, clothing and counsel to those in 
need. Streetlight volunteers also lead an outdoor worship 
service for the entire community.
The Womenís Center
46 Pleasant St., Cambridge, 617-354-8807 
Computers, kitchen and rooms. Walk-ins welcome.
Women & children only (no boys over age 16).
Hours: Mon-Fri 10 a.m.-- 8 p.m., Sat 10 a.m. -- 3 p.m.
on The Rise 341 Broadway, Cambridge, 617-497-7968
Women only. Home-base during the day and advocacy ser-
vices. Open six days/week. First-time visitors, call ahead 
or stop by Mon-Sat, 8-2pm.
The outdoor Church of Cambridge
The Outdoor Church of Cambridge is an outdoor ministry 
to homeless men and women in Cambridge. Prayer ser-
vices and pastoral assistance outdoors in all seasons and all 
weather. Short prayer services in Porter Square, under the 
mobile sculpture near the T station, at 9:00 a.m. and on the 
Cambridge Common, near the tall Civil War monument 
and directly across from Christ Church Cambridge on 
Garden Street, at 1:00 p.m. every Sunday, throughout the 
year. Sandwiches, pastry, juice and clean white socks avail-
able in Harvard Square and Central Square. (978)456-0047, 
39 Brown Road, Harvard, Massachusetts 01451 jedman-
nis@charter.net; www.theoutdoorchurch.net.
Victory Programs, Inc. 
www.vpi.org. Short and long-term residential substance 
use disorder treatment programs for individuals and fami-
lies; affordable housing opportunities for eligible individu-
als; HIV/AIDS case management. Sites throughout Boston
Please call for more information. (617) 541-0222 ext. 626

legal aid:
lawyers Clearinghouse, 617-723-0885
Shelter legal Services (Newton), 617-965-0449

The Homeless Eyecare Network of Boston (HEN-Boston)
is a nonprofit organization dedicated to maintaining a con-
stantly undated network of affordable and free eyecare ser-
vices for the homeless. If you need an eye exam or glasses, 
please visit our website, www.hen-boston.org.

Helping Hands Cambridge and Boston are teeming with organizations ready to provide food and services to the homeless and 
the needy. If you’re in need, they’re there for you. If you can volunteer or donate, most of them could use your help. 

Name _______________________________________________

Street ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ______     Zip _____

• My check or money order for $60 made payable to Spare Change News is enclosed.

Mail to: Spare Change News1151 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138Su
bs
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Cambridge Community Television ofrecer ayuda en el uso de com-
putadores en español cada miércoles de las 6 de la noche hasta las 9 de la noche.  
Reciba ayuda en estrenando su correo electrónico, en usando computadoras para bus-
car trabajo, en conectar con familia y amigos por Facebook y similares, en mandar fotos, 
y en mucho más! Para más información llame 617.661.6900 o visítenos el miércoles de 
6 a 9 de la noche a 438 Massachusetts Ave en Cambridge. ¡Esperamos verlo a CCTV 
muy pronto!

Computers for Spanish Speakers
Cambridge Community Television offers computer support for speakers of Spanish 

each Wednesday night from 6-9pm. Come get help with setting up an email account, 
applying for jobs, checking in with friends and family via Facebook and other social 
sites, sending photos, and much more! For more information, call 617.661.6900 or visit 
us Wednesdays between 6-9pm at 438 Massachusetts Ave in Cambridge. Hope to see 
you at CCTV soon!

Computadoras para 
personas que hablan español

advertisement

couldn’t help it. Tears streamed down 
their faces; Bea watched a drop drip off 
Valerie’s cheek and splash into her dish.  
Salt, she thought, salt for the potatoes. 
But they were laughing so hard she 
couldn’t speak.

The lights were out for the night but 
the three girls were still chatting on 
their cots. Bea was giving Valerie the 
rundown on the shelter, listing each 
asset on every floor. “Now the washer 
upstairs, it charges you a quarter per 
load. I know, it stinks, but I mean, seri-
ously, you get it for an hour and a half. 
And if you wanna take a shower, it’s 
only between 6:30PM and 8PM but you 
gotta ask permission.”

“Shhhh,” the attendant mimicked 

a whisper from across the room. In the 
shadows of the doorway, Valerie could 
make out the wide frame of the woman 
Bea and Patsy had crowned “the bitchi-
est witch of the west”. 

“It’s sleep time, ladies. You can talk in 
the morning.” She waddled downstairs.

Patsy rolled over and pulled the 
covers up over her head.  “Night girls. 
Sweet dreams.” 

“Goodnight,” they murmured back.
Bea continued her verbal tour. “Now, 

downstairs they’ve got this great little 
library, this bookshelf full of stuff-”

“Books? Why? They’ve got a perfect-
ly good television right there,” Valerie 
smirked. In the short time they had met, 
she had amassed a list of subjects that 
set Bea off: overt inconsideration, anti-
literary sentiments, plastic silverware 

that snaps at the neck and men who 
can’t keep it in their pants.

Bea looked at Val with aqueous eyes, 
each overflowing with more sincerity 
than she could ever muster in the light 
of day. “You know what, Val? As far as 
I know, there’s only two people in the 
history of my family who made it into 
books: me and my father. Both his name 
and mine are in books somewhere on 
this earth. Isn’t that neat?”

Valerie hesitated in the darkness. 
She couldn’t see Bea’s face. “So what? 
Six weeks ago, I made it into my own 
Jaguar … and look at me now.” For a 
moment, both women were silent. The 
loss of sound felt like a lavender river, a 
raging, flowing, great divide.

There in the darkness, Valerie and 
Bea began to snicker again. It was just 

so seriously ridiculous. And even Patsy, 
muffled by her heavy blanket, let out a 
chuckle or three.

***

Beatrice is currently homeless and 
moving from shelter to shelter. Although 
some have doubted her,  Beatrice 
believes that all people are capable of 
finding bliss in this world. Beatrice sells 
her papers on the corner of Belvidere 
Street and Huntington Avenue, outside 
of the Cheesecake Factory.

STAHL continued on page 9

call attention to human rights violations around the 
world and to continue to promote the importance of 
educating its citizens about human rights. Here in 
Massachusetts on April 20, 2011 Councilman Charles 
Yancey, representing the Boston City Council, present-
ed Survivors Inc. and the ARMS Center at UMASS 
Boston with a resolution proclaiming Boston, Mass., a 
Human Rights City. The goal is to have the language 
of the Human Rights Declaration to be included in all 
government policies as well as school curriculums. 
The premise being that we all should be intimately 
familiar with the ideas of human rights.

BB: What’s your involvement with Survivors Inc.?
Debbie - I am one of the 12 people on the steer-

ing committee at Survivors Inc. and  this past winter 
and spring I was the ARMS Coordinator at UMASS/
Boston. Currently I am doing a lot of volunteering at 
Sancta Maria House and for Survivors Inc. The other 
committee members are currently Cuf Ferguson, 
Sylvia Mignon, Dottie Stevens, Diane Dujon, Ann 
Withorn, Nancy Wrenn, me, Shakita Stafford, Linda 

Hardenbergh, Valerie Miller, Elaine Ward and 
Matthew Meskimen.

Currently Laurie Taymor-Berry (co-founder) is edu-
cating us on what bills are being addressed on Beacon 
Hill. Lenore Pereira (board member) speaks about 
social issues that still have not been addressed. Diane 
Dujon (co - founder) covers welfare issues and how 
this is affecting our lives during these times. Dottie 
Stevens (co-founder) informs us of how certain situ-
ations are handled totally different even though they 
were the same issue. Immakolee Farm Workers edu-
cated us on how the differences are affecting the farm 
worker even today. Connie Chow from the Science 
Club for Girls has spoken about Women’s Rights 
even though we’re celebrating the 90th anniversary 
for equal rights of women. There still is a battle being 
fought each day by women to have these rights recog-
nized.

BB: Is there anything else you think people should know 
about you, Survivors Inc. and the Human Rights Movement 
here in Massachusetts?

Debbie - I like  doing what I do on a daily basis. 
Sometimes it gets hectic and frustrating but I enjoy 

helping people. I’m proud to help out Survivors Inc., 
by spreading the word about people’s Human Rights. 
I enjoy empowering people with knowledge. Dottie 
and several other people have been inspirational for 
me too. You think about the fact that she was once 
homeless and had no job she had very little education. 
Now she has a master’s degree and runs successfully 
Survivors Inc.’s newspaper and club.

BEATRICE BELL is a Spare Change News writer/vendor.

BELL continued from page 12


